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View On Hermann Tract Recently Sold For a Million 
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= When George Hermann, late philanthropist of Houston, bought the land on which the wells shown above are located, %. 
FS paying 25 cents to $1.00 per acre for it, he little thought it would ever be worth more than a million dollars. The tract is 

was recently sold for $1,200,000, the money to be used to erect and endow a hospital in Houston, in conformity with ae 
Z Mr. Hermann’s will. 5 
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WE ARE HEADQUARTERS FOR 


Everything for Oil Wells 
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Write for quotations on your requirements or send us your open orders—they will be filled at bottom 
prices, in a manner that will please you 


THE LARGEST SUPPLY HOUSE IN THE SOUTHWEST 


PEDEN IRON & STEEL CO,, sivawroxis 


NUMA AA 
SONA AU 


Working Resnein, Valen, Balls and Seats | 


Pump Seats, 
Stems and 
Springs 
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ENGINE BRASSES FOR ALL PUMPS 


Southern Brass Mis. Go. "e°stes 
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The Layne Patent 
Keystone 
Wire Screen 


Will Overcome Any Kind of Sand or Gas Troubles 


ACCESSORIES | 


Layne Ratchet Packer 
fis Layne Setting Tool 
Layne Patented Layne Ratchet Lead Seal 


Drilled Pipe, : Keystone 
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Milled Pipe, Keystone 


Wie warmed” ~~ Back Pressure Valves, Wash Plugs —-3iseetoi 


Strainer 


LAYNE & BOWLER COMPANY 
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Let Us Tell You 

About the People _ | 
Who Read the 
Gulf Coast Oil News | 
Every Week | 


And then let us tell you about 
the rates we make you, to let 
you tell your own story to these 
people. Our publication fills a 
long felt want in the oil indus- 
try. It is read by the men who 
actually place the orders. You 
want us and we need you, so 
why not drop us a postal re-. 
questing information. 


Gulf Coast Oil News 


FOSTER BUILDING, HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Gasoline Outlook for the Year 


A question that will direct the attention of more 
people to the rapid and unprecedented advance of 
crude oil than any other, is the effect that it will 
have upon the price of gasoline. This will be 
readily recognized as true, by reason of the multi- 
plied thousands of motorists who have little con- 
cern in the crude oil market, even to the extent 
of observing that records are being smashed week 
after week by the upward bounds of this product. 
There are perhaps but few who realize that oil 
men expect gasoline to reach 25 cents per gallon 


in less than six months and 30 cents before the 
end of the year. 


Even men at the head of institutions that figure 
most conspicuously in the oil industry, hesitate 
to give a forecast on the situation, and those who 
express themselves, qualify their statements with 
the assertion that it is largely speculative and 
that the outlook is problematical. 

It is the opinion of well informed oil men 
that the “cracking” processes of Young, Rittman 
and Forward, with perhaps others to follow, all 
employing the same principal of extracting gaso- 
line from the heavier oils, will prove important 
factors in gasoline production; yet with the de- 
mand for gasoline increasing at an almost in- 
credible rate and a comparative increase in the 
demand for crude oil for various other purposes, 
it would seem that the increased output of gaso- 
line by reason of these processes will only tend to 
relieve an acute situation to the extent of helping 
to furnish a supply commensurate with the de- 
mand, but not sufficient to reduce the price. 

Other methods for the extraction of gasoline, 
such as that of absorption, the conservation of 
waste oil for gasoline, and still others, will doubt- 
less be tested to the fullest extent by the depart- 
ment of petroleum of the Bureau of Mines, in 


recognition of the demand for gasoline, that has 
caused it to be featured by the press as is no other 
by-product of petroleum. 

At present California is the center of operations 
for the experiments of some of the new processes, 
perhaps owing to the fact that California oils are 
light producers of gasoline. By reason of this 
same fact, it may be said as favorable to the out- 
look, the withdrawal of naval reserve oil lands 
in the West and the consequent curtailment of the 
crude oil production in that section will not mate- 
rially reduce the gasoline resources of the country. 

After all of these conditions have been taken in- 
to consideration, ever keeping in view the soaring 
prices of crude oil, the final conclusion of oil men 
is that gasoline will follow the pace set by the 
parent product and that gasoline will reach 25 


cents within six months and thirty cents before 


a year. 

As to what may be expected by the consumer as 
a relief, is altogether a matter of uncertainty. It 
is the concensus of opinion among oil men that in 
the development of new fields lies the hope of in- 
creased supply. This means extensive wildcat 
operations. Despite the uncertainty of this phase 
of the oil game, in which fortunes have been 
staked and lost, the element of chance favorable 
to success, with high prices of products as a stim- 
ulus, will result in unusual activity in the Gulf 
Coast country during the present year and the 
eyes of oildom will be fixed upon operations in the 
exploration of new territory. 

Gulf Coast crude contains 22 to 30 per cent of 
gas oil and 40 to 60 per cent of motor oil, of ex- 
ceptional quality. In this may be seen the value 
to commerce as well as to the oil industry of the 
development of new territory in this section and 
exploration activities are expected to have a wide 
range. 
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Atlantic and Gulf Has Good Showing 

It has been reported that the Atlantic and Gulf Petro- 
leum Company (Burt & Griffith) got a good showing in 
their No. 2 on the Bodman, located west of the H. E. & W. 
T. railroad tracks. Strainer is being set at 2495 feet. This 
is the second test to shew up in this vicinity, the first was 
that of the Gulf Production Company’s No. 4, on the Bender- 
Adams, tested last November at a depth of 3360 feet, 
however, there was much water that could not be packed 
against; the hole was finally abandoned at 3560 feet. 

There were two completions-for the past week, both 
failures. The total daily average production is about 
20,360 barrels, a decrease of 4135 barrels as compared with 
last week’s totals. The division is as follows: 





Barrels. 

The Producers Oil Company ................ 8765 
The Republic Production Company ........ 5110 
The Invincible Oil Company ................ 2465 
The Southern Petroleum Company.......... 955 
ee a See ee ee 675 
ane Pnalssks Of1 COMPANY ........-cccecees 290 
The Southern Trust Company .............. 55 
DIES cc not SER eR bes cee ece sabe eee 2045 
20,360 





Field Notes 


The Delta Oil Company No. 1 is drilling at 3310 feet. 
This test is located on the Bender tract. 

The Ninety-Nine Oil Company No. 11 Foster is shut 
down at 3280 feet. 

The National Oil and Refining Company No. 6, on the 
Wimberly, is bailing at 1110 feet. No. 7 is a derrick.on the 
same tract. 

The Onalaska Oil Company No. 2 House is sidetracking 
at 2790 feet. 

The Logan Oil Company is drilling below 800 feet in its 
No. 5 Echols. 

The Sun Company No. 18, on the River tract, is drilling 
at 1930 feet. 

John O’Neill et al No. 1, on the Bender lease, rigging up. 

The American Guarantee Oil Company abandoned its 
test, on the Sayers, at 1148 feet, on the 7th inst. Salt 
water. 

The Invincible Oil Company (Niels Esperson) second 49, 
on the Hermann tract, is drilling at 1685 feet. 

Peterson et al No. 1 Donlin, is drilling below 1600 feet. 

The Singleton Ranch Oil Company No. 1 Singleton, is 
drilling around 2420 feet. 

Guy Mennis et al No. 2, on the Echols tract, are drilling 
at about 460 feet. This test was started on the 6th of the 
current month. 

The Invincible Oil Company (Niels Esperson) No. 51, on 
the Hermann tract, is drilling below 1680 feet. 

The same company is drilling No. 3, on the same tract, 
at a depth of about 2650 feet. 

The Permit Oil Company No. 1 House is a derrick. 

The Invincible Oil Company (Niels Esperson) No. 52 
Hermann, is drilling at about 350 feet. This well was 
started on the 9th instant. No. 53 on the same tract is 
rigging up. 

The Atlantic and Gulf Petroleum Company No. 2, on the 
Bodman tract, setting strainer at 2495 feet. This test is 
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west of the H. E. & W. T. railroad tracks, and about two 
and a half miles west of production. It is reported that a 
good showing was had at the depth given above, however 
the quantity nor the quality of product could not be ascer-. 
tained at this writing. A later report will be found else- 
where in this issue. 

The Rothchild Oil Company No. 1, on the River lease, is 
drilling at about 1550 feet. 


The Producers Oil Company is setting strainer in its 
No. 214 Landslide at 3410 feet. The same company aban- 
doned No. 137 Hermann on January 9th, at a depth of 1185 
feet. No. 138 is rigging up. No. 20, on the C. O.N. G., is 
drilling below 1700 feet. No. 11 Burt 100 acres is drilling 
at about 1800 feet. No. 10 on the Burt 50 acres was started 
on the 5th inst., and is now down around 1090 feet. On 
the Koehler tract the same company is drilling No. 11 at 
about 2700 feet. 


The Southern Petroleum Company No. 17, on the Land- 
slide tract, is drilling below 1050 feet. This well was 
started on the 4th of the current month. 

The Clay Oil Company No. 4 Patterson is below 350 feet: 
started on the 8th. 

The Producers Oil Company has a fishing job in 181 
Mason at a depth of 380 feet. This test was started on the 
8th inst. The same company on the Foster tract is drill- 
ing No. 15 below 4490 feet—there’s no telling just where 
this test is to stop. 

Clay & Horn No. 21, on the Wren tract, are drilling at 
about 500 feet. This test was started on the 6th of the 
present month. 

Clough et al No. 3 Hargraves, drilling at about 210 feet. 
Started on the 9th. 

The Producers Oil Company No. 7, on the House tract, 
shut down at 2840 feet. 


HOUSTON PERSONALS 





Mr. C. T. Rucker has been confined to his home for the 
past week by illness. 


Mr. Jeff. Hooper, driller and contractor from Damon 
Mound, is registered at the Rice. 


Mr. R. A. Conkling, head geologist for the Roxana Oil 
Company (Royal Dutch) is in Houston on company busi- 
ness. 


Mr. J. H. McEvoy, of the J. H. McEvoy Company, has 
just returned from California, reporting a pleasant and 
profitable trip. 


Mr. P. Moran, formerly with the Jennings Cypress Tank 
Company, was in Houston the past week looking over the 
tank situation. 


Mr. C. C. Dickerson, scout and lease man for the Sun 


Company, with headquarters at Goose Creek, spent Mon- 
day in Houston. 


Mr. W. G. Gray, local salesman for the Republic Supply 
Company, is spending the week in Tulsa, looking after the 
interests of his company. 


Mr. R. B. Lawrence, of Goose Creek, spent a few hours 
at home Monday. Bob said it was his first visit with 
the home folks since Christmas. 


Mr. Hugh West, a well known and competent driller from 
North Louisiana, has accepted a position with the Gulf 
Production Company at Goose Creek. 


Mr. O. L. Hooks, time keeper for the Gulf Production 
Company at Humble, has been transferred to Goose Creek, 
where he will assume his regular duties. 


Mr. Mike Mitchell, of the firm of Harper & Mitchell, has 
departed for Dallas. Mr. Mitchell has been confined to his 
room, at the Cotton Hotel, for the past week with a cold. 


Mr. J. N. Pugh, vice president and general manager of 
the Sun Pipe Line Company, was in Houston for several 


days during the past week, looking after business for his 
company. 
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Many Leases Changing Hands 


The past week has been one of much activity in leases 
and transfers, all of the larger companies acquiring large 
holdings, either by lease or in fee. The Sun Company paid 
$14,400 for a lease on 144 acres of submerged land around 
Black Duck Bay. The same company has also acquired a 
lease on two and one-half acres on Blackwell’s Peninsula, 
fronting the ship channel, to be used as a site for wharves 
and a pipe line terminal, they agreeing to pay $600 per 
annum rent for the ground for the first five years. The 
lease is for twenty-five years. 


Another lease in which the Sun Company figures, is in 
the eastern part of the William Scott league. In this lease 
the Bartlett Oil Company transfers its mineral rights on 
two tracts of 15 acres each. Under the terms of the lease 
the Sun Company agrees to start drilling -within ninety 
days. The Bartlett Oil Company will get one-sixth royalty, 
with an additional royalty of one-twelfth of all oil produced 
from wells producing more than 100 barrels per day, and 
one-thirtieth of the oil produced from wells producing 100 
barrels or less per day. 


The Producers Oil Company paid $5000 for a lease on 25 
acres in the Hoskins tract out of the William Scott lower 
league, situated along the shores of Trinity Bay, and about 
two miles from present production. 


The greatest amount of new work is centered around the 
new well of the Humble Oil Company on the Gillett tract. 
On the tracts immediately adjacent, derricks are being 
erected with feverish haste, with rigs on the floor almost 
before the derricks are completed. 


There is but one completion to report for the week, that 
being the Simms No. 1, on the Goose Creek Oil Company 
7% acres, which was abandoned at 2200 feet, after twisting 
off. The daily average production amounted to 8425 bar- 
rels, the falling off of the Humble Oil Company’s gusher 
(now making 3800 barrels) causing the depreciation, with 
no new production to offset the loss of 2,575 barrels as com- 
pared with the week previous. 
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"H. IL. W. SPECIAL” 


Branded on your Hydraulic Packing, Sheet Gasket, Rotary Hose, Spiral Packing, etc., 


IS AN' ABSOLUTE GUARANTEE OF QUALITY 


Field Notes in Brief 


The American Production Company, is still fishing in 
No. 1 on the Pelly, at a depth of about 2200 feet. 

The Humble Oil Company No. 1, on the Anna Schilling, 
is drilling at 2300 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company No. 7 Tabb fee, set six- 
inch at 2300 feet, and is now drilling ahead. | 


H. H. Meyers et al No. 3, on the Schilling, rigging up. 


The Gulf Production Company has a fishing job in its 
No. 1, on the Scoregga, at a depth of about 1800 feet. 

The Gulf-Beaumont Oil Company is rigging up its No. 5 
Tabb’s Bay. 

The Humble Oil Company No. 3, on the Gillett, is a der- 
rick. 

The American Production Company is drilling at about 
2300 feet, in its No. 1, on the Jones tract. 

The Houston Deep Well Company, Gaillard No. 5, is drill- 
ing below 2100 feet. 

The Houston Deep Well Company No. 1, on the Gaillard 
Peninsula, is drilling around 1100 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company No. 3, on the Demeritt, is 
rigging up. 

The Empire Oil & Gas Company is rigging up No. 2 on 
the Grace Addey. This location is west of the creek. 

The Central Goose Creek Oil Company No. 1, on the 
Jones, is drilling at about 2250 feet. 

EK. F. Simms et al, on the Goose Creek Oil Company 7% 
acres, is erecting derricks for 3 and 4. No. 2 is rigging up. 
No. 1 was abandoned at 2200 feet. Twisted off, leaving a 
Hughes bit and four joints of 4-inch pipe in the hole. 

The Gillett Oil Company, is preparing to set strainer in 
its No. 1, on the Hoskins, at a depth of about 2565 feet. 
This test is located about 2 miles east of production, and 
is being watched very closely by the fraternity. 

Allison et al No. 1, on the Scott, is drilling at 2350 feet. 
This well is very close to the Humble Oil Company’s gush- 
er on the Gillett. 

The Central Goose Creek Oil Company-Mills Bennett No. 
2, on the Jones, is rigging up. 

The Producers Oil Company No. 1, on the Isenhour, is 
setting screen between 2700 and 2800 feet—has a good 
showing. 

The Gulf Production Company No. 4 Prather, is drilling 
below 1400 feet. 

The Goose Creek Petroleum Company No. 1 Townsite, 
rigging up. 

The West Virginia Oil Company No. 1, on the Mary 
Dolan, is still fishing at 2100 feet. This test will probably 
be abandoned. No. 2 is rigging up. 








(bz bzs)bd|bza|bza] bd bxdjbza| bs) bxd|bza|bza) ed bzd|bsa]bd|bxd|bzalbss)ediesdibsg 


CISIEZIE 








Our reputation is back of everything we sell bearing our brand. Our mechanical 
department is equipped to give you the very best service possible. 


Up-to-the-Minute Machinery and Experienced Mechanics in All Depart- 
: ments Enable Us to Give You Satisfaction, if Not to 
: Attempt the Impossible 
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Summary of December Operations 


The daily average production for the month of Decem- 
ber was 21,505 barrels. The daily average of pipe line 
runs were: Texas Company, 5223 barrels; Gulf Pipe Line 
Company, 10,170 barrels; Sun Company, 6112 barrels. 

Oil in storage in Sour Lake, month ending December 31, 
1916: 


Barrels 

Dineen AINE. onc 4b acess ook senses sues 1,273,000 
Gulf Pipe Line Company ................ 596,500 
Oe ee Re ere 142,000 
aD I COOMA on ox dik ss ce cuawewses 86,750 
MIME Gasp ko kaceouuseweoGas thus ences 2,098,250 


The Forest David Oil Co. No. 1 McShane Lumber Co. 
land, about two miles southeast of Sour Lake, was unable 
to make a test of its well on account of having a split joint 
in casing. Drillers are going down with another string 
of pipe and a packer and will bail again. Those who have 
been keeping up with this well claim that with the show- 
ing they have they should get a good well. If this is true, 
this will extend Sour Lake field two miles and be the 
cause of much drilling as there has been considerable land 
changed hands and many leases secured in that locality. 


The Humble-Gulf Co. is in sand in No. 15 Hardin County, 
which is located near the company’s big gusher. While 
this well is not expected to be the well that No. 14 has 
proven to be, a heavy flowing well is expected in this loca- 
tion. No. 16 Hardin County of this same company is down 
900 feet in rock. This company is also setting strainer 
in No. 1 Feahrman, in the south field, and while there is 
a good show, a flowing well is not expected. This well 
was drilled to the same sand in which the Theis Oil Co. 
and the Boston-Texas Oil Co. brought in their wells. The 
oil is of high gravity with a small gasoline content, and if 
enough of this oil is produced in this field a small refinery 
will be erected to take care of it, as the gasoline it con- 
tains should make it more valuable than the average oil 
produced here. However, at this time, there is but a small 
amount of this grade of oil produced, but several wells are 
drilling in this vicinity and there is a possibility of more 
oil of the same grade being found in the near future. 

The Lake Graham Oil Co., in the south field, is working 
over several of its old wells. Work is now being done on 
No. 10 Bashara, the drill being down 2800 feet in sand. 
Last week, after a few days work, the pump was again 
started on No. 9 Bashara, which is now making about 75 
barrels daily. 

Bradley & Cuniff, in the south field, are setting up to 
work over their No. 2 Smith & Crawford. This well is 
located about 50 feet from their No. 3, which is making 
about 175 barrels daily, and which is much deeper than 
No. 2. No. 2 will probably be drilled to the same sand as 
that in which No. 3 is set. 

The Boston-Texas Oil Co. No. 3 Martin Gilbert, is down 
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2900 feet in gumbo. Over 1200 feet of hole in this wel] 
was lost last week and drillers are having trouble getting 
down. The contract calls for a 4500 foot well, so it is 
rumored. No. 1 and No. 2 wells on this lease, which were 
recently brought in, have proven to be but small producers, 
although producing a high grade of oil. 


J. H. Hill et al have secured about five and a half acres 
in the Hart subdivision and have erected a derrick and 
rigged up ready to drill. This is in the vicinity of lands 
recently under lease by Bradley & Cuniff, and although 
there has been some small production, is not now produc- 
ing. This location is a little further south than any of the 
other tests. 

The Wyatt Oil Co., which purchased the Alma Oil (Co. 
leases some time ago, has set up and commenced (drilling 
across the road from that lease. This is a Denver, Colo- 
rado, concern. The location is in block 1 Heirs subdivision 
of the W. J. Jackson 45 acres. 

The A. H. Tarver Oil Co. No. 29 Hardin County, set 
strainer last week but bailed in salt water. A packer will 
be set and the well bailed again. This company is also 
working over No. 14 Hardin County. 

The Lake Oil Co. is still trying to sidetrack in No. 12 
Hebert. Screen is set at 2126 feet in No. 7 Jackson A. 

The Blaffer & Farish No. 2 Lynn, is shut down, presum- 
ably waiting the outcome of tests in other wells in that 
vicinity. 

The Yount Lee Oil Co. is down 3440 feet in No. 4 Lynn, 
having sidetracked last week. This company is down 3075 
feet in sand and boulders in No. 1 Lynn 70 acres. No. 1 
Merchant is shut down for the present. 

The Huston’s Texas Petroleum Co. is trying to go down 
with 4%-inch over 3-inch in its test north of the E. F. 
Simms lease. 

Both No. 1 and No. 2 wells of the E. F. Simms & Co. fee 
are shut down for the present. No. 1 has a fishing job. 

The Producers Oil Co. is shut down on No. 1 Ashe for 
a few days; drillers have been trying to pull 44-inch pipe. 
A new location has been made on this lease, about 1200 feet 
to the east and south. Finklestein Bros., of Houston, 
Texas, have a derrick up about 200 feet east of No. 1, but 
it is doubtful if they will drill under present conditions. 

SARATOGA 
Four Rigs Running 

This field offers nothing of interest out of the ordinary. 

The total daily average production is around 2000 barrels. 
The Rio Bravo Oil Company No. 354, on the Jordit, is 
getting ready to spud in. 

J. P. Payne et al No. 1, located about 200 feet north and 
25 feet east of the southwest corner of Petty Ogden black 
7, are rigging up. 

Plemper et al No. 1, located 140 feet north and 25 feet 
east of the southwest corner of Petty Ogden block 5, setting 
strainer at 450 feet. : 


The Gulf Production Company No. 20, B. B. B. & C. 
lease, is drilling at 1260 feet. 











Standard Oil Subs 
Natural Gas and 
Oil Stocks 


Which We Specialize 


Decidedly 
Attractive 
Securities 


JO. P. CAPPEAU SONS 
Members Pittsburgh Stock Exchange 
223 4th Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
403 Unity Bldg., Tulsa, Okla. 
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CHAMBERS COUNTY 


The Brown Oil Company, which has 2500 acres under 
lease on Jackson’s ranch, will start a test well on or about 
the 15th of the current month. Mr. R. L. Brown of Beau- 
mont, is the guiding spirit in the enterprise. 


JEFFERSON COUNTY 
Pine Island 
The Bayou Petroleum Company and Gilbert interests 
will begin drilling in the Pine Island district with prospects 
of opening up a field in the very near future. 
Cheek 


The Arcano Oil Company has resumed operations in its 
test on the A. Oswald farm, near Cheek. Work on this 
well was suspended several days ago at a depth of 2000 
feet. Both the geologist and the driller of the company 
have been puzzled by the formation. From a depth of 65 
feet to 2000 feet there was an almost solid streak of gumbo 
with an occasional streak of shale. The deeper the well 
was drilled the harder became the gumbo. The only water 
encountered was at a depth of 65 feet. 


HARRIS COUNTY 
Greens Bayou 


The Apex Oil Company is drilling at about 3300 feet in 
its test near Greens Bayou. 


ye 
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Oil Field Supplies 


BRAZORIA COUNTY 
Alvin 


The Alvin Oil and Gas Company is below 1900 feet in 
its test two and a-half miles from town. 


HAYS COUNTY 
Kyle 
The citizens of Kyle are preparing to drill a-test on the 
farm of Charles F. Mervin, three miles from town. The 
location is on the Balcones fault line. 


ARCHER COUNTY 
Archer City 


The development of the Holiday field, in the northern 
part of the county, has revived the plan to drill a test well 
near Archer City. The well drilled near Little Wichita 
River, six miles from Archer City, has been shut down 
and operations have ceased in the southern part of the 
county. A small amount of oil was obtained in both direc- 
tions. a 

Slight Increase in Daily Average Production 


at Markham 

The daily average production for the week is 520 barrels, 
an increase of 55 barrels over the week previous—new 
production amounting to 75 barrels. The Clem Oil Com- 
pany completed its No. 12 on the Myers, at a depth of 1444 
feet—it is good for about 75 barrels on the jack. 

The Producers Oil Company No. 1, on the wae set 8-inch 
at 2600 feet, and is drilling ahead. 

Doheny et al No. 1, on the E. S. Smith, are drilling with 
cable tools at a depth of about 2500 feet. 

The H. & S. Oil Company, operating on the Kountze 
tract, is drilling its No. 1 below 2500 feet and is down 
1200 feet in No. 2 


The Producers “Oil Company is setting packer at 1800 
feet in its No. 4. 
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IMPORTANCE OF ORGANIZATION 

This is an age in which co-operation is the ruling power 
in things of importance in commercial, industrial and agri- 
cultural life; and in which the biblical proverb—‘‘a house 
divided against itself must fall”’—is more fully realized 
than in any previous period of the country’s existence. 

An example of this is in the case of the railroads, which 
not many years ago engaged in a promiscuous cut-throat 
game of “every fellow for himself’? in their attitude to- 
wards each other. Now, their chief dependence in secur- 
ing favorable legislation, or safeguarding themselves 
against adverse legislation, as also in protecting their in- 
terests against unjust dealings from,many sources, in which 
they would otherwise be powerless, is in the strength they 
have through concerted action. 

What has been done in the development of the fruit in- 
dustry and the marketing of their products, could not have 
been accomplished by the fruit growers of California 
otherwise than through the co-operative methods of the 
Fruit Grower’s Association. Acting on the same principle, 
the oil producers of that State are combining their strength 
in a legislative battle defending their rights against the 
naval reserve withdrawal act. 

Producers of the Gulf Coast section are fortunate in be- 
ing untrammeled by national restrictions of this nature, 
however there remains much left to be done by the in- 
dependent producers that they can have no hope of accom- 
plishing without co-operation, which can only be obtained 
by concrete organization. : 

The Guif Coast Producers Association is, beyond doubt, 
a step in the direction of accomplishing more for the pro- 
duction end of the oil industry in this section than can be 
hoped for without such an organization. That this fact 
is recognized by the operators already identified with 
the organization was evidenced at the annual meeting held 
in Houston last week. 

However, there is something more necessary to success 
than a mere recognition of the fact. It is too often the 


case that members of such organizations are enthusiastic 
enough during the progress of a meeting of this nature, 
but their enthusiasm dies with the adjournment of the 
meeting and the officers they have chosen to represent 
their interests fail to receive the financial and moral -sup- 
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port of the membership. The result is a disorganized 
state that has none of the elements of co-operation and 
which must ultimately result in failure. 

This is not a hint at the probability of failure on the part 
of the Gulf Coast Oil Producers Association to accomplish 
the most important things it has mapped out as a part of 
the 1917 program, but since a “hint to the wise is suffi- 
cient,” what others are doing through the effective methods 
of organization should be sufficient to stimulate greater 
and more general co-operation in hastening the day of bet- 
ter things for the oil men of this section. 


BY HEADS 


What is the good of a seat of war to a standing army ?— 
Paterson Call. 

Standing on the seat might enable it to see over the 
obstruction at the front. 





The war had a splendid self-starter, but the brakes 
don’t seem to be working very well.—New York American. 
The kaiser has his foot on the wrong pedal. ’ 





Apparently, about one man in every ten believes that it 
is better to beg or to steal than it is to work.—Houston 
Post. 

A good per cent of the remaining nine devote their 
energies to working the other fellow. 





One of the Vanderbilts caught a devil fish 16 feet across 
and now things ought to take a turn for the better.—Ex. 

Our neighbor who came late at night, caught what the 
fish was named for, but conditions didn’t improve much. 





In other words, President Wilson delicately hints that 
the innocent bystander is getting tired of stopping half 
bricks and pick handles.—Pittsburgh Dispatch. 

Will the president take the bystander’s place in the stop- 
ping? 





The Mexican question is now in the worst condition it 
has ever been, and from latest reports our officials are run- 
ning around in circles and emitting sharp yelps of sur- 
prise and displeasure.—Laredo Times. 

The war dance has hardly reached that stage with 
officials yet. 





For advertising purposes a Frenchman has invented a 
phonograph in a case resembling a camera to be carried in 
street crowds.—Exchange. 

In justice to humanity, he should have been sent to the 
front before he committed such an outrage. 


NEW YEAR THOUGHTS 


Standing with reluctant feet 

Where the old and new year meet, 

Many a man would like to quit, 

But fears that he’d be guyed for it. 
—Rody McPhee in Springfield Union 


But many another wretched bloke 
Is pledged to omit his daily smoke; 
No high resolve his courage thrills, 
He has to stop, to pay the bills. 
—Boston Daily Advertiser. 


Standing with reluctant feet, 
He thinks, thinks he, “I’ll cut out meat, 
And cut out smokes, and live on hay 
Until I pay what I’ve to pay.” 

—Judd Lewis in Houston Post. 


Plodding on with weary feet, 

Down the highway, through the street. 
Expense of high priced gasoline, 

Has made him quit his Ford machine. 
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Leases at a Premium Near Potwin 


The center of interest is the new well of Wallace & 
Mason, on the Joseph farm, in section 36-24-3, near Potwin, 
in Butler County. There has been a grand rush for leases, 
py people from every section of the country. It is re- 
ported that some fancy bonus figures have been paid. 

Production in all districts has been falling off steadily 
for the past six weeks; the late completions in the Augusta 
and El Dorado fields, while of an appreciable size, come 
nowhere near offsetting the decline. 

Cold weather still prevails, retarding things generally. 
The shortage of pipe is being keenly felt by the operators, 
and has been the means of handicapping much of their 
work throughout the district. 


SHAWNEE COUNTY 


Redgraves & Cransill have made a location in the north- 
east corner of the southeast quarter of section 14-13 south 
and 15 east. The location is nine miles south of Topeka. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 


M. Winters and associates have a 10-barrel well in their 
No. 8, on the R. E. Webb farm, in the southeast corner of 
the southeast quarter of section 15-34-14. 

On the D. B. Snell farm, in the southwest corner of the 
northwest quarter of section 13-34-13, the Consolidated 
Oil and Gas Company’s second test is showing for a light 
well. It is good for about five barrels. 

On the W. H. Friedline farm, in the northeast quarter of 
the southwest quarter, section 23-33-14, the Dorathea Oil 
Company’s fourth well is making 40 barrels. 


WILSON COUNTY 


The shortage of gas for industrial uses in Fredonia is 
causing considerable worry. It is reported that numerous 
cement plants, brick companies and smelters have been 
shut down on account of the inability to secure sufficierit 
gas. Higher prices are being offered, which it is believed 
will stimulate new prospecting as a good deal of virgin 
territory still remains for the driller. Ray Browns, con- 
tractor for the Dixix for the oil test on Lynch 23-28-15, 
has moved out a 28 star outfit and is stringing up prepara- 
tory to spudding in. 

The Bodare, a new company in this field, has contracted 
with Walter Fees for a test on Chapman, 12-29-14. They 
have started to spud in. 


BOURBON COUNTY 


A million cubic foot gas well has been brought in on the 
Sam Brillhart farm, located about three miles southwest 
of Mapleton. 

The gas sand, forty-seven feet thick, was found at a depth 
of 600 feet. The Oklahoma Oil & Gas Company are hurry- 
ing three more drilling rigs to the scene, they having about 
ten thousand acres under lease in the Valley. About 
twenty years ago a well was struck on the Amer farm, east 
of Mapleton, at a depth of seventy-five feet, from which 
five barrels a day could be pumped, but on account of the 
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fact that the oil at the time was worth 35 cents a barrel, 
it was not considered worth while and the well was aban- 
doned. The new well is about four miles from the fine 
producer reported at Xenia, giving the impression that the 
main pool lies west of Mapleton. 

CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY 


On the W. F. Hancock farm, in the northwest quarter of 
section 28-33-12, Denman Brothers have a failure in their 
No. 5. 

Seth Ely has a five barrel well in his No. 16, in the north- 
west quarter of section 5-34-12. 


4 


Petroleum in Central Wyoming 


The petroleum resources of Central Wyoming have en- 
gaged the attention of many since the days of Captain 
Bonneville’s travels in the last century, when he described 
for the first time some of the tar springs of that region. 
Definite information as to the situation of the rock folds 
that are favorable to the accumulation of oil in this region 
is given in a report just issued by the U. S. Geological 
Survey, Department of the Interior. This report contains 
an account of the oil-bearing formations in Central Wyo- 
ming, and points out the formations most likely to contain 
petroleum, such as the Frontier, with its important Wall 
Creek and Peay sandstone members, which are the produc- 
tive sands in the most. noted commercial oil fields of Wyo- 
ming. The report describes more than 20 anticlinal folds 
and notes whether the prospects that they may contain 
petroleum are favorable or unfavorable. 

Large sums have been spent in prospecting in this region, 
but much of it has been wasted in unlikely places, and it 
is believed that wells properly located would perhaps yield 
oil in commercial quantities. The places where the most 
promising oil sands are concealed in anticlinal folds are 
pointed out in the final discussion. 


Court on Wheels Tried Oil Land Suit 


One of the most rapidly moving courts, literally speaking, 
was held last week, when United States District Judge 
Benjamin F. Bledsoe, of Los Angeles, California, convened 
a session of United States District Court on a Southern 
Pacific limited train enroute to New York, where the case 
involving immense tracts of oil land in the West, known 
as the Southern Pacific Company’s billion dollar suit, is 
being held. 

No witnesses were heard on the train, these sessions 
being for the argument of attorneys as to the admissi- 
bility of testimony. For the convenience of witnesses for 
the defense Judge Bledsoe consented to hold court in New 
York January 19. This is the second transcontinental 
trip taken by the court and its attaches in this case. 

The traveling expenses of the court in this case will be 
heavy, as sessions have been held in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, San Diego, Fresno, California, Washington, D. C. 
and now in New York. 


Americans in Roumanian Fields Escape 


London, Jan. 2.—Seventy-five American engineers who 
escaped from the Roumanian oil fields during the German 
invasion have arrived at Gothenburg on their way home, 
according to a dispatch to the Morning Post from Stock- 
holm. The engineers quit the oil fields at the last minute, 
they say, and several persons were killed when the rear 
car of their train was shattered by the German artillery 
fire. 
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Irvine Field is Extended 


The most notable event of the past week is the new find 
near the town of Heidelberg, in the southwest section of 
Lee County, the location being fully 20 miles from the de- 
fined proven area. The well is reported to have an excel- 
lent showing for a light producer. The find will, without a 
doubt, cause much activitiy in the intervening territory 
the coming spring, and with any kind of luck at all, the 
Irvine field is due for an extension equal to the distance 
cited above at least. 


In the Central West things look most promising for a 
boom in the coming spring. If the number of tests planned 
are to be taken as a criterion, every available spot will be 
tested out. This, however, is contingent upon the present 
price of oil holding out until that time, with the probability 
of its reaching a higher level by the time things begin to 
turn green. 

In West Virginia, light wells and dry holes are still the 
rule rather than the exception. 

In Southwest Pennsylvania, Washington County is the 
one best bet, showing much improvement, interest being 
centered in the Burgettstown field. 





Kentucky 
Estill County 


On the Simp Horn farm, Williams, Hare and Neeley’s No. 
2 well is pumping 25 barrels. Newton & Moore’s No. 3. 
on the W. B. Sutton farm, is good for 5 barrels. On the 
A. Q. Wilson farm, Meldron & Keating have just finished 
up two fine wells in their Nos. 6 and 7, each making 150 
barrels. Edward H. Everett’s No. 8, on the Pleas Tipton 
farm, is making 20 barrels. 


The Leroy Adams Oil Company has a dry hole in its No. 


1, on the John Shouse farm; its No. 4, on the Walter Shouse 
farm, is good for 10 barrels. 





Illinois 
The extreme cold weather in this section, has proven a 
severe handicap to operations, and has delayed the com- 
pletion of many wells. Frozen water pipes being the gist 
of the trouble. 
Crawford County 


The W. C. Kennedy Company, operating on the southeast 
corner of the E. V. David farm in section 31, Oblong 
Township, has a five barrel pumper in its No. 10. On the 
Lucy Wurzenburg farm, section 28, the Kewanee Oil and 
Gas Company drilled in a dry hole in its No. 9, at 972 feet. 

On the John Payne farm, section 14, Licking Township, 
the Terrain Oil Company brought in a five barrel pumper. 
In Montgomery Township, the Enterprise Oil Company 


has a two barrel pumper in a test on the L. N. Tohill farm, 
section 9. 
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Parker farm, section 3, in Honey Creek, pumped 20 bar- 
rels, and No. 4, H. F. Jones farm, section 12, is making five 
barrels. 

In the southwest corner of the Grove C. Parker farm, 
section 13, Craig & Lowrie’s | No. 5 is pumping but one 
barrel. 


Clark County 


On the southeast corner of the Fred Knecht farm, sec. 
tion 32, in Parker Township, J. I. Campbell et al are getting 
32 barrels out of their No. 8, from a depth of 409 feet. 


Lawrence County 


In Petty Township, the Ohio Oil Company drilled its old 
No. 1, on the Aria E. Ridgley farm, section 7, down from 
the Ridgley sand to a depth of 1654 feet and increased its 
production to 48 barrels. The Indian Refining Company 
is drilling its No. 39 on the C. Lewis farm, section 20. The 
same company’s No. 6, on the northeast corner of the H. A. 
Seed farm, section 21, pumped 20 barrels from the 
Buchanan sand at 1375 feet. 


Central Ohio 
Hocking County 


The Fisher Oil Company has locations for wells Nos. 
8 and 9 on the William Lemmon 308 acres, in section 17, 
Green Township. 


On the Webster Dawley 102 acres, in section 35, the 
Ohio Fuel Supply Company has made a location for its 
No. 3. This well is located in the northeast corner of a 
25-acre tract, in Ward Township. The same company has 
also made a location for No. 7 on the Walter Quigley farm, 
which adjoins the Webster Dawley farm on the west, 
three hundred feet west of the east line of this farm. On 
the Buckeye Coal & Railroad Company’s land, in section 
30, same township, the same company has made a location 
for its No. 3, in the northwest corner uf the farm. Also 
another test is to be made by them on the northeast cor- 
ner of the L. Coe farm, mapped as the Annis Wilt farm, 
section 29, Ward Township. 





Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Washington County 


Interest in this section is centered at Burgettstown, in 
Hanover Township, where there has been much improve- 
ment, with a goodly number of new producers. A great 
deal of interest has also been attracted to East Finley 
Township, where, some years ago, the Natural Gas Com- 
pany of West Virginia got a fine producer on the S. A. 
Dague farm. The size of this well inspired a lot of de- 
velopment work in that locality, but it resulted in gas 
wells or dry holes. About one mile south of No. 1, the 
same company has just drilled in its No. 3, on the same 
farm, and it shows for a 25-barrel producer. 

In the same township, on the Smith and McClary farms, 
20-barrel pumpers were completed. 





West Virginia 

Pleasants County 
On the W. E. Hammett farm, in the Eureka field, Grant 
district, the Keymount Oil Company drilled its second test 
through the Berea grit and found it barren. The New 
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York Petroleum Company had the same kind of luck in its 
second test on the A. Ruckmore farm, 


In the Union district, on the David Wells farm, the Berry 
Oil Company is fishing at 1500 feet. On the D. M. Barm- 
hart farm, in the same district, Braffard, Hanlon & Hyatt 
have spudded in. 


In the McKim district, D. Gallagher & Company are drill- 
ing a test on the W. Elliott farm; H. Hall & Company on 
the W. H. Shingleton farm; Walton & Company on the 
J. L. Varner farm. 


On the T. J. Baily farm, in the Washington district, 
Newell & Company have started to drill in their second 
test in this vicinity. 

In the Washington district, on the Stewart Reynolds 
farm, Dinsmoor & Company were down around 800 feet, 
but got a fishing job and a plugged hole and moved the rig. 


Monongalia County 


The Pittsburgh and West Virginia Gas Company drilled 
a test on the Alpheus Henderson farm, on Pedlars run, in 
the Clay district, going through the fifth sand. It shows 
up for a fair gasser in that formation. On the same farm 
the company is also drilling a second test. 

On the J. C. Morris farm, in the same district, the Mo- 
nongalia Oil Company has started to drill its No. 13. 


Records in Petroleum Production Broken 
By Output of 1916 


That all previous records in the petroleum industry of 
the United States were broken by the production of 1916 
are indicated by a preliminary estimate made by John D. 
Northrop, of the United States Geological Survey, Depart- 
ment of the Interior. 

Mr. Northrop estimates that during the year just closed 
292,300,000 barrels of crude petroleum was produced and 
marketed in the oil fields of this country. This quantity 
is greater by 11,000,000 barrels, or 4 per cent, than the out- 
put in 1915. In addition to the quantity of oil produced and 
marketed in 1916, several million barrels were produced 
and placed in temporary field storage in Kansas and Okla- 
homa. 

The following table shows by States the marketed pro- 
duction of petroleum in 1915 and an estimate of the pro- 
duction in 1916 in barrels of 42 gallons each. 


State 1915 1916 





|: i ea ee a 97,915,245 105,000,000 
a eg re ere 86,591,535 89,000,000 
MMM Esty von ot Sous @ievernace wie 17,467,598 26,000,000 
MMI ola Sus sieves cine 19,041,695. 16,500,000 
ERMGNEMERY foodie ss Genre @ 18,191,539 15,800,000 
WSU ViTEIMIA> 66 cbs secs 9,264,798 8,500,000 
POMNSYIVANIR - 6. css soe 7,838,705 8,000,000 
OR ere 7,825,326 7,400,000 
UN os i bic ea Picts cons tans aie 2,823,487 6,500,000 
Wyoming-Montana ...... 4,245,525 6,300,000 
Sl Re oh as 437,274 1,200,000 
SUTIN At recs chriale Gio. ie0 875,758 1,000,000 
on ee oe ae 887,778 900,000 
RUE. 55 rest erdbaeecdis odie 208,475 190,000 
OORT dae Ot a 14,265 10,000 

281,104,104 292,300,000 


The increase in 1916 is accounted for by the continued 
ability of the newer fields in the Mid-Continent and Rocky 
Mountain regions to supply enough oil from new wells to 





GULF COAST OIL NEWS 11 


more than offset the normal decline in the older fields east 
of the Mississippi. 

The incentives that caused the increase in 1916 include 
higher prices for oil at the wells, which encouraged drill- 
ing in all fields; a decrease in production in the Cushing 
pool, Oklahoma, which allowed the product of other Mid- 
Continent fields access to markets; and a greatly increased 
demand for crude oil, expressing the needs of a large num- 
ber of new refineries that were installed during the period 
of over-production and low prices in 1914 and 1915. 


The principal centers of increased production in 1916 
were in Estill and Allen Counties, Kentucky; Butler County, 
Kansas; Carter County, Oklahoma, and Converse, Park 
and Natrona Counties, Wyoming. 


Prices 


Prices of crude petroleum at the wells averaged consider- 
ably higher in 1916 than in 1915. The upward tendency of 
the market, inherited from 1915, persisted with steady ad- 
vances in the prices of practically every type of high-grade 
oil, until March, when relative stability at high levels was 
attained. In this period Pennsylvania grade advanced from 
$2.25 a barrel to $2.60 a barrel, and Oklahoma-Kansas grade 
from $1.20 to $1.55 a barrel, and the product of the Cushing 
pool commanded a premium of 50 to 60 cents above the price 
last quoted. Except for reductions of little significance in 
the price of one of the low-grade oils produced in Northern 
Louisiana, in June, and in the premiums paid for Cushing 
oil, these high prices were maintained until the middle of 
July, when, led by all Northern Louisiana grades on the 
15th, and followed by Oklahoma-Kansas grade on the 24th 
and by Pennsylvania and associated grades on the 29th, 
a retrogressive movement was begun, which lasted until 
late in August and reduced the price of Oklahoma-Kansas 
grade to 90 cents a barrel, practically eliminated the Cush- 
ing premium, and brought Pennsylvania grade to $2.30 a 
barrel. This depression in the prices of crude oil was 
centered in the Mid-Continent fields, where, subsequent to 
the decline of Cushing field, general activity in the old 
pools and in newly discovered extensions had been at- 
tended with success so great as to bring about overproduc- 
tion. The prompt curtailment of production in the more 
prolific and newer fields prevented further reductions in 
price, and the features of the closing months of the year 
were an advancing market that affected Pennsylvania 
grade on September 28 and Oklahoma-Kansas grade on 
November 29. The closing prices per barrel for these typi- 
cal grades were: Pennsylvania, $2.85; Oklahoma-Kansas, 
$1.40. 


As a consequence of an increasing demand for oil and 
a decrease in the stocks held by pipe line companies and 
purchasing agents, the market for grades of petroleum 
produced in California was uniformly strong throughout 
the year. The quotations posted on December 28, 1915, re- 
mained in effect until February 16, when all grades except 
Ventura County were advanced 10 cents. A further ad- 
vance of 5 cents, posted April 1, likewise affected all 
grades except Ventura County. Subsequent advances of 
5 cents each, involving all grades of oil produced in the 
State, became effective on September 20 and November 21. 


Development 


Under the stimulus of relatively high prices for crude 
petroleum during the spring and early part of the summer 
of 1916, drilling was active throughout the country, not 
only in proved areas but in places far from developed areas 
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of oil and gas. The greatest wildcat activity was in Kan- 
sas, Oklahoma, Texas and Wyoming. 


Appalachian Region 
Aside from the routine work of keeping the old wells pro- 
ducing to their full capacity, operations in the Appalachian 
fields consisted in the drilling of many new wells on “in- 
side locations” in the defined areas and in the reopening 
of a great number of “stripper” wells, whose operation is 
unprofitable when the price of oil is below $2 a barrel. 


In Pennsylvania the extension of the Dorseyville pool, in 
Allegheny County, was drilled by a number of wells, which 
produced from the third sand and whose capacities were 
above the average obtained in this part of the State. At 
the end of the year interest in this State was centered in 
Springhill Township, Green County, where a wildcat test 
on the George Isminger farm, completed early in Decem- 
ber as a 200-barrel oil well, was interpreted as indicating 
the discovery of a new pool of oil in the Gordon sand. 


In West Virginia the most important results of field activ- 
ity in 1916 include the discovery and partial development 
of a rich pool of oil in the Thirty-foot sand on Dents Run, 
near Mannington, Marion County; and the proof of a north- 
eastward extensin of the Berea sand pool in the -Cabin 
Creek district, Kanawha County, beyond the boundaries of 
the territory controlled by the company that discovered the 
pool late in 1914. 


The petroleum output of Kentucky was increased nearly 
200 per cent as a result of the remarkable success that 
attended the search for extension of the Irvine pool, in 
Estill County, and of the Scottsville-Petroleum district, in 
Allen County. 


The quest for oil in Tennessee was continued in a de- 
sultory fashion in 1916, but without notable success. Late 
in September it was reported that oil in commercial quanti- 
ties had been discovered in a well drilled near Glenmary, 
in the southern part of Scott County, about 15 miles south- 
west of Oneida, the seat of the oil flurry in 1915. 


The mainstay of oil production in Eastern Ohio in 1916 
was the Union Furnace district, in Hocking County, which 
supplied a large number of creditable wells during the year. 
A gas field of considerable yield was developed in Jackson 
and Richland Townships, Vinton County. In Knox and 
Holmes Counties drilling in the vicinity of the wildcat 
producer completed near Brinkhaven in 1915 was attended 
with indifferent success. Southwest of Cleveland, Cuya- 
hoga County, a number of oil wells of small capacity were 
completed. An oil well having an initial capacity of 25 
barrels resulted from a test a mile to the east of previous 
producing wells in the Wooster field, Wayne County. 


Lima-Indiana 


Despite the fact that the greatest activity in drilling in 
the Lima district of northwestern Ohio was in Wood 
County, the best results were obtained in the Tiffin field, 
Seneca County. The redrilling of old territory in Van 
Wert County furnished convincing evidence that the oil 
resources of that part of the field have by no means been 
exhausted. 


In Indiana the bulk of the field activity in 1916 was in 
the southwestern part of the State. The completion in 
August by the Indiana Refining Co. of a 50-barrel well near 
Hazelton, in Washington Township, Gibson County, north 
of the Princeton pool, furnished an incentive for further 
activity in the hope that a new pool might be developed. 
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Illinois 


No developments of consequence resulted from drilling 
activity in Illinois in 1916, and an appreciable decline in 
oil production was recorded. The productive territory in 
the Colmar district, McDonough County, in the western 
part of the State, was practically all drilled, and wildcat 
activity in adjacent counties failed to discover new areas 
of equivalent value. 


Mid-Continent Region 


So successful in developing new production was the drill- 
ing campaign in the Mid-Continent region, inspired by the 
waning of Cushing and the prompt advance of the crude 
oil market, that Oklahoma was enabled to retain in 1916 
the premier rank as an oil-producing State, and Kansas to 
secure recognition as an important source of crude oil. 

The discovery of a prolific “pay” below the Bartlesville 
sand in the Cushing district, Creek County, Oklahoma, and 
the completion of a great number of gusher wells in the 
Shamrock or south extension of that district, together 
with the successful development of the Augusta and El- 
dorado fields, in Butler County, Kansas, caused the over- 
production that depressed the market for all high-grade 
crude oils east of the Rocky Mountains during the sum- 
mer and early part of the fall. 


In Kansas the Augusta and Eldorado districts were the 
centers of drilling activity. At the end of 1916 there were 
about 500 producing wells in the Eldorado district, the com- 
bined daily capacity of which was estimated to be in ex- 
cess of 5000 barrels. In the Augusta field more than 100 
producing wells were drilled during 1916, and at the end of 
the year the estimated daily capacity of the field was in 
excess of 30,000 barrels. Significant discoveries of oil, the 
value of which had not been determined by the end of 
1916, were made in Kansas near Beaumont, Greenwood 
County, and northwest of Winfield, in Cowley County. In 
the old shallow sand fields of Kansas drilling activity was 
attended with especially favorable results in the Paola 
district, Miami County, and the Wellsville district, Frank- 
lin County. 


Outside of the Cushing district, which remained the cen- 
ter of interest in Oklahoma, drilling activity was much 
greater than in 1915. This was particularly true in the 
Healdton field, Carter County, where a Jarge increase in 
the production was recorded and where several million bar- 
rels of oil was placed in field storage. Difficult drilling 
and the exceptional depth of the productive sands retarded 
development in the Blackwell field, Kay County, but the 
few wells completed in 1916 fully justified the confidence 
of the operators in the future of this district. In the 
southern part of the Osage Reservation an especially rich 
pool of high grade oil was discovered and partly developed 
by the Tidal Oil Co., on its leases near Hominy. Opera- 
tions in the Stone Bluff pool, discovered in 1915, resulted 
in the development of a small but productive area yielding 
high grade oil in Southern Wagoner County. Six miles 
south of Billings, in Noble County, the discovery in August 
of natural gas and of encouraging showings of oil resulted 
in the starting of other tests in the hope of developing an 
important field. To the west of this locality, in Garfield 
County, a wildcat test completed in November as a 50- 
barrel oil well was interpreted as the forerunner of a prom- 
ising development near Garber. 

In financial circles the leading feature of the year’s de- 
velopments in the Mid-Continent region was the merging 
of many independent interests, producing, transporting and 
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refining, into strong corporations, among which the Sin- 
clair Oil & Refining Corporation, Cosden & Co., and the 
Cosden Oil & Gas Co. are perhaps the most conspicuous 
examples. Scarcely less important was the absorption by 
the Cities Service Corporation of many independent oil and 
gas producing, oil refining and gas distributing interests 
in this region. 
Central and Northern Texas 


An increase in drilling activity throughout Central and 
Northern Texas, the discovery of a productive deep sand 
at Electra, and the extension of the productive area at 
Burkburnett resulted in an appreciable increase in the 
petroleum output credited to this area. Wilcat activity 
resulted in promising discoveries of gas on the Hess and 
Edmonson ranches, in Northern Palo Pinto County, of oil 
and gas near Caddo and Breckenridge, Stephens County, 
and of oil near Holliday, Archer County. 

In Eastern Texas a wildcat test near Bethany, Panola 
County, was completed in July as a productive oil well of 
sufficient capacity to justify additional drilling in that 
locality. 

Northern Louisiana 


The important developments in Northern Louisiana in 
1916 include, in Caddo Parish, the extension of productive 
territory in the Mooringsport district, south of Caddo Lake, 
to the south and west, and the completion of a number or 
prolific gas wells in the new district south of Shreveport; 
in De Soto Parish, the discovery of an undefined area of 
promising oil production in the vicinity of Lagansport, near 
the Texas boundary; in Red River Parish, the discovery of 
new oil territory in the Grand Bayou district, southwest of 
the Crichton field; in Bossier Parish, the discovery of an 
important source of gas near Elm Grove, west of Lake 
Bistineau; and in Morehouse Parish, the discovery of a 
gas field of promise a few miles southwest of Bastrop. 


Gulf Coast Region 


Humble easily retained first rank in activity and of pro- 
duction among the salt dome pools of the Gulf Coastal 
Plain, despite a decided waning of the supply of oil obtained 
from its deep sands. Sour Lake was a steady contributor 
to the oil output of this region throughout the year. The 
completion late in October of a 6000 barrel oil well, at a 
depth of about 2000 feet, in the Goose Creek pool added 
largely to the output of this erratic pool and made it the 
center of drilling activity at hte end of 1916. 

High average prices for Gulf Coast grades of oil in 1916 
resulted in greater activity in all-the pools than in 1915, 
and to this activity most of the old pools responded with 
increased production. : 
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Rocky Mountain Region 


The petroleum output of Wyoming was materially in- 
creased in 1916 as a result of the installation of a refinery 
at Greybull, Big Horn County, by the Greybull Refining 
Company, and of the completion of a pipe line by the 
Illinois Pipe Line Company, from the Elk Basin field, in 


Northern Park County, to the Burlington Railroad at 
Frannie. 


The most notable development of the year in Wyoming 
was the opening of a new oil field on the Big Muddy anti- 
cline, in western Converse County. The potential im- 
portance of this new field lies in the favorable geologic 
structure involved and in the demonstrated presence of 
high grade oil in two principal zones of production that 
correspond in position to the Shannon and the prolific Wall 
Creek sands in the Salt Creek field, to the northwest in 
Natrona County. 


Of less potential importance was the discovery of oil in 
small quantities on the Lost Soldier flats, in the northeast 
corner of Sweetwater County. 

A number of productive wells were completed in the 
Pilot Butte field, Freemont County, opened in 1915 by the 
Hall Oil Company, In Oregon and Little Buffalo basins, 
in Eastern Park County, additional drilling in 1916 re- 
sulted only in gas production. 


Although a number of wells were drilled in Southern 
Montana in 1916, oil production in this State at the end of 
the year was restricted to the north end of the Elk Basin 
field, in Southern Carbon County. 


California 


A moderate increase in production was the response 
of California’s oil fields to the steady advance in prices 
that was the principal feature of the crude oil market in 
this State. Drilling activity in all fields was nearly twice 
as great as in 1915, but the size of the new wells completed 
contrasted strongly with those of three and four years ago. 
The scarcity of oil of fuel grades resulted in especial activ- 
ity in the Kern River and McKittrick fields. 


Cheaper Petroleum to Be Topic 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 28.—Methods of developing and cheap- 
ening for commercial purposes the supply of petroleum 
in this country and Canada will be among the principal 
subjects discussed at the annual meeting of the Geological 
Society of America and the Paleontological Association of . 
American State Geologists, the first of which were held 
Wednesday. Scientists from all parts of the country, in- 
cluding 36 State geologists, are here for the sessions. 
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During the past week while New York stocks have de- 
clined from 2 to 20 points, compared with prices of a week 
ago, natural gas securities and oil stocks show but little 
change in price, indicating that these securities are not 
carried to any great extent on margin and are not as sus- 
ceptible to outside influences as are securities of other 
classes. 

Manuafcturers Light & Heat on heavy trading sold low 
at 64% and high at 67%. The company controls consider- 
able acreage near the late Green County strike and should 
develop something good in way of oil production. Its 
Kansas well looks good for 30 to 50 barrels. 

Ohio Fuel Supply sold low at 56 and high at 57% on sales 
of over 2100 shares. Rights to new stock were 12 bid with 
rone offered. The company expects soon to be producing 
around 5000 gallons of gasoline per day. 

Pure Oil sold high at 22 and back to 20%. The com- 
pany should have several wells in during the next few 
weeks in the new Dents Run Pool. 

Lone Star Natural Gas sold at 98. The extra dividend 
on this stock is 50 cents and not $1.00 per share as an- 
nounced in our previous letter. It offers a safe 6% in- 
vestment with chances for extra dividends. 

Union Natural Gas sold in small lots at 188. The com- 
pany is increasing its gasoline production and has several 
additional plants to be installed. 

Ohio Fuel Oil sold lightly at 17%. Caney River Natural 
Gas sold from 46 to 47. Oklahoma Natural Gas sold at 95. 
Osage and Oklahoma last sale 128% of an odd lot. 

Columbia Gas & Electric now on the New York Ex- 
change sold from 451% to 35%. We understand that divi- 
dends will commence early this year at the rate of 4% per 
annum. 

Pittsburgh Oil & Gas sold from 9% to 12 and back to 11, 
over 1200 shares handled. Tropical Oil sold in odd lots 
from 13 to 11%. No news from the well drilling excepting 


that work is progressing. 


STANDARD OIL STOCKS ; 

Many of this group were at their highest points of the 
year and with few exceptions they show declines. 

Standard Oil of Kentucky is expected will double its 
capital early in the new year, the increase coming as a 
stock dividend and the stock reached 820 and back to 775. 

South Penn Oil will increase its capital after the first of 
the year and its is generally expected that the increase will 
be a stock dividend. The stock sold down to 540. Ohio 
Oil will increase its capital to $60,000,000 by increasing 
the par value of the stock from $25 to $100 per share. 
Many figure that this is almost an Irish dividend. The 
stock sold off from 395 to 370 as the number of shares is 
not increased, only the par value. 

Anglo-American declared regular and extra dividend of 
two shillings, coupon No. 12 is called. The dividend 
equals 47% cents per share at present exchange rate. 

Cumberland Pipe Line held well at 140. The company 
will have to make large investments in pipe lines to handle 
its new business and profits should be taken at present 
prices. 

Prairie Pipe Line offers a 12% return at present prices 
and November runs were the largest since last June. 

Sinclair Oil & Refining sold up to 64 and down to 58. 
The six months statement showed interest sinking fund, 
dividends and surplus had been earned. The company ad- 
vanced its price for Oklahoma and Kansas.crudes to $1.30 
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or 10 cents above the price quoted by other buyers. Pur- 
chases around present prices will make money if buyers 
have nerve enough to make them. 

Cosden & Company touched 17% high and back to 1614. 
The company is constructing a number of new process stills 
which will add to its earnings when in operation. It nets 
over 8%, so hold it as 1917 will see higher prices. 

Cosden Oil & Gas completed a 1200 barrel well last week 
and had 6000 barrels per day on that one farm with a total 
production of between 20,000 and 22,000 barrels per day. 
This would show gross earnings of close to $1,000,000 per 
month. 

Oklahoma Producing & Refining was very steady at 111% 
to 11% until last of the week when it dipped below 11. 
Some important announcement is expected from this com- 
pany around the first of the year. The West where the 
companies’ properties are best known have been steady 
buyers of this stock. 

The general oil situation continues to grow more bullish 
day by day and higher prices for crude are sure to come, 
oil is a world’s necessity whether peace comes, as we 
sincerely hope it will, or war continues. 


Summary of Oil Exports Shows Substantial 
Increase Over Previous Year 


The monthly summary of foreign commerce of the 
United States for the month of October has just been 
issued, showing countries to which petroleum products 
have been exported. Exports of gasoline for the month 
amounted to 13,309,695 gallons valued at $2,567,204. For 
the corresponding month of 1915, the total shipments 
amounted to 6,642,046 gallons valued at $689,914. 

For the ten months ending October 31, the total exports 
of gasoline amounted to 137,166,440 gallons, the value of 
which was $27,249,142. During the same period of 1915, 
the total shipments were 98,473,000 gallons valued at 
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$11,146,476. During the same period of 1914 there were ex- 
ported 140,275,273 gallons valued at $17,386,548—an excess 
of 3,137,833 gallons over the same period of 1916. In value, 
however, the gasoline exports of 1916 exceed those of 1914 
py $9,862,599. 

All other distillates exported in October amounted to 
16,501,794 gallons, valued at $2,860,155, as compared with 
11,857,595 gallons valued at $1,650,935 in October, 1915. 
The largest quantities of these products were exported to— 


Gallons. 
TUG TBARS ook oS 05s Se tinscccewes 11,313,238 
Be ig Lea gos aiia lw eco teueta ais, 8 Seek Ss 5,391,517 
THO DICUMOTIANES 5aieccc sic seercee seve 153,290 
Other European Countires ............. 3,398,386 
NS aot OU cialgia Giang a Gl lnre RGR bao Oe 2,173,475 
PMR ost Acasa a octavian ais. caus eis’! ok Barn ets 1,606,228 


The grand tctal for the month amounted to 29,811,489 
gallons with a value of $5,426,359, while the same month 
of 1915 shows a total of 11,857,595, with a money value of 
$1,650,935. 

A detailed summary of the exports of illuminating, crude, 
lubricating and heavy paraffine oils follows: 


ILLUMINATING OILS 








1915 1916 

Country Gallons Gallons 
Tnited EMeGdOM. «0.606.660 15,261,140 18,345,358 
PINE sass So ahoes sGesk ai a SSO SE vis 9,555,259 2,779,574 
RES Bae ee eee 5,664,333 4,949,545 
The Netherianags «......6. 0.6.06. 7,879,989 5,238,979 
RMN fe tgs rg voce Midi a Gaw eee win 8% No record 4,092,548 
All other European Countries... 9,897,431 5,544,346 
RNID foe Cota 53 cries esc terse ra irelaue see ws 1,047,035 567,573 
MARIANA, oo pin Gack were ceksie Sia 665,600 2,070,117 
ON Ee ei ee ee 1,448,460 1,763,055 
ee eT ST ee 250,740 37,461 

All other South American 
EOMEMIENMNE Gs 5! 1a, <. sie wic-e'a Wiaieleid-oe 658,908 © 810,864 
Ne ET a ene ee 3,741,675 8,008,629 
RR PANN ona Saewcie'wieseleere 150,060 4,387,034 
ee ER eee 2,026,224 5,028,559 
PENI) epi kee Soin Gahawe 1,269,550 2,747,816 
Philippine Islands ............ No record 200,000 
LUE 0 a 1,717,556 1,631,970 
Other Coumtrias .........560055 6,236,868 4,517,506 
67,470,828 72,720,034 
Destinations not given ......... 3,187,039 6,694,738 
70,657,867 79,414,772 

CRUDE OILS 

TE eG eo arora ceca RRS ee. Sr 9,963,008 
SS a ne ee ee 1,187,086 
Sibi oe ieee sd a. arden eirnd Ge eee 1,628,069 
12,778,163 
Destinations ROt SIVER 2... 6. scs.sdcedcdcwesds 1,842,572 
14,620,735 
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LUBRICATING AND HEAVY PARAFFINE OILS 


EP RRRA Giee P NOIR oe os So ain cb oe ose nce wee Sistemas 8,612,281 
IRN aoe cla ear od cla'ss ca Sho late Si oe oes 4,755,152 
ES haere a ate aie Lia ol Geel Mae 864,880 
PUPP UNae DOORN CNM NMNE DIN 9 cat sig. 5 w:0::0:'su's) shia olayins'es rena Bnalel’g Ore 271,275 
Other: Huronean. Countries: ..... 066s bcc ecescn 1,534,625 
16,038,213 
DPestiMAtions NOt LIVER: «2... ccc decked eeteeeadtes 3,636,873 

19,678,086 


IMPORTS FOR SAME PERIOD 


The total importation of crude oil for the month of Octo- 
ber, 1916, was 79,108,839 gallons, as against 75,108,638 gal- 
lons in 1915. Imports for the ten months eanding with 
October were: 


1915 1916 
Gallons Gallons 
CEE re. clone ane cnienare seteraie 641,557,894 725,226,885 
Benzine, Gasoline and 
PADD DG 2.16 Sc. ore oad. oinieceiwie 1,146,348 2,703,205 
7S) ee 639,577 9,317,459 
MEQRGED \.cGdk ee ccewee. 643,343,819 737,274,549 





November Exports 
The United States Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce has just issued a preliminary report showing ex- 
ports during November compared with the previous Novem- 
ber, also for the 11 months period ending November 30, 
compared with a similar period of 1915. 


CRUDE OIL 

Gallons Value 
DN siaiaia sic hater o & ore nate oe 13,495,761 $386,108 
BD ao AG adyiocap etic heen wee 14,201,845 393,241 

ILLUMINATING OIL 

Gallons Value 
) ee ae ee 55,483,510 $3,481,141 
RCM iy Nort odes OS ec tet 56,284,812 3,541,154 

LUBRICATING OIL 

Gallons Value 
EMBER ahs cat kete  aiita sek sak ever hene 18,668,877 $2,713,051 
PRs ace is einen eee Sa 18,517,169 3,263,804 

GASOLINE, NAPHTHA, ETC. 

Gallons Value 
ge ose or es Sree iano renatat 26,836,692 $3,895,650 
RRM Pyaar ct shh Se Nt Pl tang ote si 22,756,498 4,929,510 

Gallons Value 

RESIDIUUM, FUEL OIL, ETC. 

Gallons Value 
ABR oe os os 'a ae ate wr one eae 72,333,059 $2,004,785 
I iat inte age ns ac otrcaie 92,156,301 2,710,720 


During the 11 months ending November 30, the total ex- 
ports of mineral oils were 2,368,525,917 gallons valued at 
$184,731,950, compared with 2,125,048,609 gallons valued at 
$129,045,463 the same period of the year previous. There 
was a very large increase in the exportation of gasoline, 
naphtha, etc., during the year previous, the total amount 
being 326,155,520 gallons valued at $63,163,880. The figures 
for 1915 were: Total shipments 252,009,595 gallons; valu- 
ation $29,957,723. 

The above figures will be subject to correction by the 
bureau. 
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General Petroleum Takes Large Lease 


The General Petroleum Corporation has taken over the 
1000 acre lease previously held by William Z. McDonald, 
of Los Angeles, and associates, located half way between 
Ventura and Carpinteria, on the Hobson ranch, adjoining 
the Shell Company’s property on the north. Terms of the 
transfer have not been made public. It is presumed that 
the General Petroleum will begin drilling soon, as the 
former owners of the lease had material on the grounds for 
two rigs. 


The State Consolidated Company has completed its No. 
1, which is in fact the second they have completed. The 
delay in completion of No. 1 was due to a gas blowout that 
so damaged it that it had to be worked over. The well is 
now flowing an immense amount of water, with about 20 
barrels of oil per day. It cannot be ascertained as yet, 
whether the cementation is successful or not until the well 
has rid itself of the drilling water as it is impossible to use 
the pump or let the well loose, on account of the heavy gas 
pressure. 


The company has resumed drilling in No. 3 and is down 
some 1300 feet after having cemented off the top water. 
Number 2 continues producing. 


The oil produced by the newly finished well No. 1 tests 
52 gravity, just like that of No. 2, but is a darker oil in 
color, and it smells even stronger of gasoline. The oil of 
No. 2 yields 50 per cent gasoline, the other 50 per cent 
distillate; the oil of No. 1 had not been analyzed when the 
above was written, but it gives every indication of being 
equal, if not superior, to that of No. 2. The oil of No. 2 is 
being shipped to the Ventura refinery at Fillmore, and 
probably that of No. 1 will also go there. 


The Shell Company has cemented its No. 1 at 2100 feet 
for the second time, the first job having been done at about 
1200 feet. The rig is up for the company’s No. 2 on the 
McGonigal ranch, with sites for two others chosen. 

Rumors continue to circulate to the effect that the Shell 
Company is trying to get the Montebello, but there is no 
confirmation; on the contrary, the story has been denied 
in official circles. 





Brea Field Notes 


The Amalgamated is drilling in its No. 8 at 3440 feet. 
Work on No. 9 is still delayed on account of casing trouble. 
This company has put its 23 on the pump and reports it 
making 150 barrels. No. 26 is drilling at 2950 feet. After 
standing cemented, Anaheim Union No. 2 is drilling again, 
at a depth of 4250. No. 40 has been cemented. 


The Brea Canyon has abandoned the idea of making No. 
22 a flowing well and is putting in tubing. 

No. 30 is rigged and probably will be started before the 
end of the week. 

The Columbia No. 7 is drilling at 1460 feet. Considerable 
pipe trouble has been experienced in this well. The Colum- 
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bia has three wells, Nos. 26, 27, and 28 drilling on cabie in 
the Olinda field. 

The Santa Fe is running five strings of tools. Drilling 
is proceeding successfully at No. 41, the depth being 2558. 
No. 75 is drilling at 2227 and is showing gas and oil very 
strongly. No. 76 is drilling at 967 in the hardest kind of 
conglomerate ever encountered in the field. 

The Standard reports the completion and putting on the 
beam of McNally No. 5. The well is making 100 barrels of 
20 gravity. 

The Standard’s operations on the Emery lease embrace 
the running of six strings. 

On the Murphy lease the Standard is operating eight 
strings and drilling is making good progress. The Murphy 
lease is the home of some of the Standard’s biggest wells, 
and a number will be finished of this type in a few weeks. 

The Standard’s operations in the Whittier lease has six 
wells drilling. 

The Union on the Bastanchury lease has two wells drill- 
ing. Bast No. 6 at 2100 and No. 5 is going along nicely at 
3600 feet. 

The redrilling of Berkenstock No. 2 is making good prog- 
ress, almost 1000 feet of the old hole having been redrilled. 

The Olinda Land Company is drilling two wells in the 
Brea field. The company’s No. 18 has resumed drilling 
after standing cemented a number of weeks. No. 18 is 
drilling at 1800. The Olinda Land Company has a large 
area of land for development purposes, and doubtless some 
good wells will be discovered. 

On the Graham-Loftus lease the Union reports the com- 
pletion of G. & L. No. 38. No. 50 has commenced the drill- 
ing out of the cement, preparatory to going on. 

The Hole lease has five strings operating. The re- 
drilling of No. 6 has proceeded to 3200 feet. No. 8 has 
been redrilled to 2928 feet. At No. 9 testing for water is 
under way. No. 11 is standing cemented. At Hole 13 the 
game is being delayed with a fishing job. The breaking of 
the grief pipe allowed a number of joints of drill pipe to 
drop and get away. At Hole No. 14 a new rig is under 
process of construction. No. 18 is rotating close to 2000 
feet. 

On the Naranjal lease the Union is drilling No. 6 at 1200 
feet. No. 8 is being rigged. At No. 10 the rotary has been 
installed. 

The West Coast reports a good drilling card for the week. 
No. 84 is completely rigged and ready for the commence- 


ment of drilling as soon as one of the other wells is fin- 
ished. 





Field Yields Over 13,000,000 Barrels 
The year just closed saw great and extensive develop- 
ments in the Brea-Fullerton oil fields. Over thirteen mil- 
lion barrels of crude petroleum were produced, the average 


daily production of the field being increased to better than 
38,000 barrels. 


Field Damaged by Storm 

The wind and rain storm blew down a total of eleven 
derricks for operators in Brea Canyon. Never before 
has the Fullerton field been troubled with a wind of suffi- 
cient force and velocity to topple the derricks. The Birch 
Oil Company lost one rig, the Brea Canyon Company three, 
the Columbia one, the Fullerton three. In all cases the 
rigs blown down were pumping well derricks. The work 


of rebuilding the fallen derricks will commence immedi- 
ately. 
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Large Line Order for Brea Field 


The largest order ever given for wire line to be used in 
the Brea field, was recently placed by the Union Oil Com- 
pany of California, with bthe American Wire Rope Com- 
pany and the Pacific Wire Rope Company, consisting of 92 
wire lines for oil well drilling costing. about $40,000. Ship- 
ments of these orders have already begun. 


The Union has also closed orders for casing that calls 
for a large number of car loads that will be delivered to 
the local field as needed. The getting of all this large 
amount of equipment on the ground with the opening of the 
new year proves that there will be considerable activity 
during the coming year on the part of the Union. The 
company now has the largest payroll ever carried in the 
Brea field. Close to 270 men are now employed in the field 
department alone. The Union stock was never higher 
than at present, the management never better and the 
financial condition of the company never better. 





To Make Tests at Vallejo 


Geologists have been employed by the Land & Improve- 
ment Company of this city to examine a large tract which 
the company controls near here to ascertain its chances 
for oil. There have long been stories circulated as to the 
existence of possible oil deposits—seepages, asphalt, gas 
—at various points around San Francisco Bay and for some 
distance inland. So far as known no test wells have been 
sunk around Vallejo but there have been some around 
Napa and Santa Rosa to the north of Vallejo, and at a num- 
ber of points in Alameda County. A few years ago the 
Standard drilled several unsuccessful wells in Alameda 
County. 





Californians Issue Statement Regarding 
Naval Land Dispute 


Washington, D. C.—The California congressional dele- 
gation, incensed at Secretary of the Navy Daniels’ refusal 
to compromise the dispute between the navy department 
and the California oil men, ousted from their claims by 
the Taft withdrawal order of 1909, over the terms of the 
Phelan amendement which would grant patents or pref- 
erential leases to the oil claimants, have prepared and 
will circulate throughout the country the following state- 
ment on the situation: 

“Wrong impressions concerning the oil situation in Cali- 
fornia and particularly the remedial provisions contained 
in the leasing bill have been created in many places and we 
desire to make the following statement which we hope 
may tend to remove the same and cause a better under- 
standing of the situation. 

“Up to March 1, 1916, there had been withdrawn from 
entry in the Western States 43,393,197 acres of occupied 
coal lands, 5,603,295 acres of occupied oil lands and 2,581,- 
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339 acres of phosphate lands, most of which had been with- 
drawn for several years. 


West Needs Industries 


“The West, to go forward and prosper, must give an 
opportunity to develop its natural resources. It needs and 
the whole country needs, the use of its coal for fuel, its 
phosphates for fertilizing its farms and its oil.for gasoline, 
kerosene, lubricants and the many other uses to which it 
is being put in the sciences and the arts. 


“Secretary Lane has ever been mindful of the necessity 
of enacting laws which will develop these resources under 
proper restrictions and government control, and has 
recommended a bill to congress for that purpose, which 
bill has passed the house twice and is now pending in the 
senate. 


“California is most vitally concerned in the development 
of its oil fields which cannot be accomplished until the 
leasing bill becomes a law. 


“On September 27, 1909, President Taft issued an order 
withdrawing over one million acres of land in California, 
a large portion of which is unpatented land, which em- 
braces the oil fields located in the San Joaquin and Kern 
River districts. Although it was intended by this order, 
and so expressed, that valid existing claims were not to 
be disturbed, still the result has been to cast a doubt upon 
the validity of a great many claims. Suits have been 
commenced by the government to cancel some, and other 
suits are threatened, with the result that the oil industry 
of California has been paralyzed and development work 
has practically stopped. The whole countr¥ suffers from 
this unhappy situation, as well as California, because of 
the diminishing of the oil production on the Pacific coast, 
which in a great measure affects the whole oil supply of 
the nation, and which has resulted in an increase in the 
price of gasoline and all petroleum products, thereby af- 
fecting everyone who drives a machine, owns a combina- 
tion engine, lubricates machinery, or lights a home. It, 
therefore, will be seen that the question involved in the 
pending bill, with its relief provisions, for the California 
oil producers, is not a logical one, but one which affects 
the whole country. 


Honest Effort Expended 


“When the order was made withdrawing this large tract 
of land, more than 25 per cent of the California claimants 
had already entered upon it under the mining laws and 
initiated their claims and large sums of money had at that 
time been expended in development work. These entries 
were not only lawfully made, but were encouraged by the 
laws of the United States. They believe that the order of 
withdrawal did not interfere with their locations, but in- 
vited them to proceed with their work because the order 
provided that all existing valid claims might proceed to 
entry in the usual manner. On December 12, 1912, more 


Standard Rib Belts and 


HUMBLE, TEXAS 


FMT UUM MUI 


5 


i= 


Se 


oe we 
2" 


Bet ea 


—— 


a 


18 


than three years after the order of withdrawal and after 
millions of dollars had been expended and valuable oil 
properties created, a naval reserve known as naval reserve 
No. 2, was ordered, covering a portion of the land. 

“The opposition to the oil leasing bill is due principally 
to the navy and its efforts to hold this reserve, and ap- 
propriate for its use all of the millions invested there 
long before the reserve was thought of. The remedial pro- 
visions in the bill recognize the equities of the oil com- 
panies and give them the right to relinquish their claims 
to the government and receive a lease therefor upon pay- 
ing a one-eighth royalty. It is also provided that the oil 
companies may pursue their rights for a patent for the 
land upon which oil has been discovered where the min- 
ing laws have been complied with. 

“The navy justifies its demands upon the ground that it 
is necessary that it should have the oil for its use that is 
within this particular reserve. This reserve cannoet be 
used to store oil for future use of the navy because there 
are already over 200 wells drilled within its limits. These 
wells, in the estimate of the bureau of mines, have already 
drained this reserve of fully one-third of its entire content. 
Fully two-thirds of this reserve is now in private owner- 
ship, patent therefor having been issued. 


Plenty for Navy 


“The fears of the navy are unfounded, because there is 
an abundance of oil which it can secure from publicly 
owned lands, without taking the wells drilled and owned by 
private citizens and the oil therefrom which is being used 
in the industries of the country. Naval reserve No. 1 
covers an area of 37,117 acres, and is estimated to con- 
tain 100,000,000 barrels. Naval reserve No. 3 embraces 
9250 acres with an estimate of 30,000,000 barrels, while 
naval reserve No. 4, created December 6, 1916, is estimated 
by geological survey to contain one billion barrels. The 
government also owns over $3,200,600 acres of withdrawn 
petroleum lands from which it can create other reserves 
containing many millions of barrels more. So the navy 
is not in need of an additional supply, even if it does 
not succeed in securing private properties developed in 
good faith under our mining laws and owned by our citi- 
zens. 

“Through some technicality of the law, the navy hopes 
to be able to hold this vast property within naval reserve 
No. 2, but congress viewing the equities of the case and 
not wishing to do an injustice and a grievous wrong, can 
give relief by passing the leasing bill. This bill has passed 
the house twice, and is now pending in the senate, having 
been favorably reported by the public lands committee 
of that body and its passage is of great national impor- 
tance.” Fo 


Company Organized to Promote Forward’s 
Method of Obtaining Gasoline 


For the extraction of gasoline by the Forward system, a 
miliion dollar capital stock company has been formed, with 
the following incorporators: C. B. Forward, A. F. Vance, 
Jr., Harrison Craig, W. E. Brown and Ross Warnock. It is 
reported that the company consists of about forty stock- 
holders. The Urbana, (Ohio) Democrat, published in Dr. 
Forward’s home city gives the following description of the 
process and results obtained: 

After more than a quarter of a century of experimenting, 
during which time he has spent a fortune, Dr. Chauncey 
B. Forward, of Urbana, Ohio, has just completed and 
patented a new oil refining process. He has erected a 
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$50,000 demonstrating plant with 100-barrel daily capacity 
for the purpose of demonstrating his process. Recently he 
completed a most satisfactory 72-hour test, which proved 
that his idea is practical. 

During the severe test the process clearly proved that it 
will produce 49 per cent gasoline from the heavy ends of 
crude oil, as compared to 18 per cent produced by other 
processes commonly in use. It also proved that no carbon 
is developed, as during the entire test not a single stop was 
made and no carbon formed in the pipes. Its disposition 
is eliminated by steam. 

The oil is atomized with steam into a still where a tem- 
perature of 400 to 500 degrees Fahrenheit and a pressure of 
250 to 300 pounds is maintained solely by the incoming 
steam. The vapors pass off through a control valve on the 
top of a drum filled with baffle plates—the residue is forced 
by pressure in the still into a succeeding still, where it is 
again atomized and the operation repeated. This opera- 
tion is again repeated into a third and fourth still. The 
vapors from each still passing into a common header and 
being condensed into one common grade of gasoline for 
internal combustion engines. The pressure in the last still 
forces the residue directly to the storage tanks. The 
result is a clear, water-white gasoline of low initial boiling 
point, rising gradually to 400 to 500 degrees end point, 
wherever the cut is made. The gasoline, fresh from the 
still under a distillation test, showed a per cent or so of 
free gas—released by the distillation test—a per cent or 
so of straw-colored liquid of the same odor as gas—hbad, 
and the usual trace of carbon, found in the distilling of any 
gasoline, dry. The product that comes over is absolutely 
sweet and pure water-white. 

The process has already proven that it will mean much to 
the future of the oil industry. It has proven that more 
gasoline can be secured from the same amount of crude 
oil, which will mean a decline in the price of the product. 
With the standard grades of gasoline selling at 25 cents 
per gallon, Dr. Forward’s process will produce gasoline at 
12% cents per gallon and realize a large profit. 

The process has been inspected and tested by some of 
the best oil operators and chemists in the country, and pro- 
nounced practical. They have been greatly pleased, and 
also greatly surprised, at the simplicity of the process and 
the demonstrating plant, which has a daily capacity of 
500 barrels. —————__—. 


$3,000,000,000 in Mineral Production 

In 1880, when the output of the mines of the United 
States barely exceeded in value one-third of a billion dol- 
lars, the first director of the United States Geological 
Survey made this prophecy: “The mineral industries of 
the United States will soon reach an annual money yield of 
a thousand million dollars of value.” This mark was in 
fact attained in 1899. 

Speaking before the American Mining Congress in No- 
vember, 1907, another director of the Geological Survey 
referred to the probability that that- year would mark an 
epoch in the mineral industry by reason of the mineral out- 
put reaching two billion dollars in value, and later the com- 
plete statistics verified this statement. Now less than 10 
years later the advance estimates submitted by the Geo- 
logical Survey to the secretary of the interior indicate that 
the total value of mineral production in 1916 may reach the 
three billion dollar mark. 


Tell your friends to get the Gulf Coast Oil News and keep 
posted. 








VIEWS OF THE OIL FIELDS, Sizes 8x10 Ins. 


ATTRACTIVELY MOUNTED ON HEAVY CARDBOARD 11x14 INCHES 


Fr. G. ALLEN, GOOSE CREEK, TEXAS 
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From the Fields 


Esperanza, San Mateo, drilling in shale at 650 feet. 

Tampiquena, drilling in shale at 3000 feet. 

San Jose de las Rusias No. 2, drilling in sandstone at 
3058 feet. 

San Jose de las Rusias No. 3, drilling in shale at 3016 
feet. 

New England Fuel Oil, 
stone at 2008 feet. 

Universal No. 1, Carascal, 2650 feet—fishing. 

Universal No. 2, Islete, running in casing. 

Hispana Cubano, drilling at 2075 feet—hole full of oil. 

Texas-Mexican, in limestone at 1420 feet—shut down. 

Cia. Combustible, Topila, drilling in lime and shale at 
1800 feet. 

Inglesha, 2400 feet—suspended temporarily. 

DeSoria No. 1, Panuco, in lime at 2312 feet—making 40 
barrels. 

Seguaranza No. 1, Panuco, 2650 feet—making a little oil 
—work suspended. 

Cantabros, Topila, 2360 feet—changing drill stem. 

Lopez No. 1, Panuco, in lime at 1421 feet. 

Esterillos, drilling in gumbo at 984 feet. 

Tampasco No. 2, Panuco, cemented at 1313 feet. 

Mexico y Espana, drilling in gray shale at 1150 feet. 

La Pet. Poblano, S. A., Tamboyoche, in gray shale at 
1150 feet. 

Orillas de Panuco, Canoa, drilling in lime at 2600 feet. 

La Corona No. 12, Topila, has again started drilling. 

Freeport and Mex. Fuel, Zurita No. 4, drilling at 1821 
feet. 

La National, 
feet. 

Argentina, Topila, putting in cable rig. 

Zaleta Mar, drilling at 2580 feet. - 

Panuco Maguabes, Panuco, drilling in limestone at 2350 
feet. 

Pueblo y Panuco, lot 12, 
hard shale. 

New England Fuel Oil is getting a rig and material on 
the ground to drill a well on the San Manuel tract, and ex- 
pect to begin drilling by the 10th of the month. 

The Mexican Gulf are getting a rig and material on the 
ground to drill on the Sabino Gordo ranch, some 40 miles 
from Gonzalez Station, on the Monterey Division of the 
National lines. 


Panuco, drilling in gray lime 


Miradores, drilling in gray shale at 2320 


Santa Ana, drilling at 510 feet in 





News Notes and Personals 

Captain Lucas came in from Lavine the first of the week 
and will spend a few days in town. 

George Blalock, founder of the Blalock colony at Chamal, 
was in town a few days this week shopping. 

V. Dyer, chief engineer of the Metropolitan Petroleum 
Company, returned from the southern fields Wednesday. 

Christmas was celebrated in Tampico in the usual man- 
her, many Christmas trees and dinners, and everyone 
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seemed to have a good time. 
that could be desired. 

The S. S. Somerset, of the Standard Oil of New Jersey, 
sailed with a cargo of crude for South America Wednesday. 


Errique Jaurgui, mother and sister returned on the 
Esperanza Monday from a three months’ visit to Havana, 
de Cuba. 

Tom O’Connell, one of the Texas Company’s veteran 
drillers, came down from the Panuco field to spend the 
holidays in Tampico. 

J. H. Houghs, teaming contractor in the southern fields, 
came up from the Tepetate camp Wednesday and will 
spend a few days in town. 

A. W. Smith, a drilling contractor from the Panuco fields, 
was in town a few days the first of the week buying sup- 
plies and arranging some new contracts. 

W. H. Fortine, of the firm of Fortine & Durham, drilling 
contractors of Panuco, was in town a few days this week 
purchasing supplies for their camps and arranging for the 
starting of some new work. 

It is understood that Engineers Tschuden & Johnson are 
making plans and specifications for the remodeling and 
the building of a cow catcher for Dr. Turner’s car, con- 
tracts to be let in a few days. . 

W. J. Flesher, of the Zalete Mar Oil Company, left the 
first of the week for the Southern fields and is expected 
to return today. -He will probably locate well No. 2, 
which will be started in the near future. 

A. G. Johnson, of the East Coast Oil Company, with office 


The turkey supply was all 





Christmas Social Event 


Mr. and Mrs. Allen Pierce, of Panuco, entertained a num- 
ber of friends at an elaborate dinner at their home on 
Christmas day. 

Festoons of moss studded with berries and poinsettias, 
and boughs of holly and cedar formed the decorations. 
After many beautiful gifts were exchanged, dancing was 
indulged in until a late hour, everyone present voting it a 
most enjoyable occasion. Among those present were: 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Patton, of Tampico; Mr. and Mrs. A. W. 
Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Ellis, Mr. and Mrs. Pearce, 
Miss Annie Moore, Mrs. Daisy Patton, Miss Volintina Gon- 
zalez, Miss Carmen Perez, Miss Grace George, Miss May 
Hudson, Miss Flora Edison, Mr. George Woodward, E. C. 
Rigney, Charles Johnson, Crin Hutchinson, E. L. Swain, 
Master Frank Patton and many others. 





Christmas Wedding in Tampico 


Mr. O. E. Perkins and Miss Rosa Padilla were married 
at the home of the bride in Tampico, on the evening of the 
24th. There were about 60 in attendance. Good music 
and a nice spread was enjoyed by everyone present, who 
were wishing that others would follow Si’s example. 

The couple will remain in Tampico until after the holi- 
days, and then go to the Panuco field, where Mr. Perkins 
is drilling a well for contractor A. W. Smith. 





A Bold Robbery 


On the night of the 23rd the office of the Mexican EKast- 
ern Oil Company, Mr. A. Cohl, manager, was entered and a 
small safe stolen. Two days later the safe was found in 
a vacant lot some four blocks away. A hole had been cut 
in the bottom of the safe and all the money and jewelry had 
been stolen, but the valuable papers and two drafts were 
left. The police have three suspects in jail. 
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at Topila, came down Wednesday to attend the St. Johns 
day banquet, given by Tampico Lodge No. 10, A. F. & A. M., 
at the Hotel Imperial on Wednesday night. 

Louis Holenberg, a former resident of San Dieguito, San 
Luis Potosi, has moved to Tampico and taken his residence 
at 196 A Calle Carpentero. Louis has given up farming 
for the present and will try city life for awhile. 

Frank P. Laure, general superintendent of transporta- 
tion and terminals for the Freeport and Tampico Fuel Oil 
Transportation Corporation, and wife left on the company 
tanker L. V. Stoddard Wednesday for a short trip to 
Houston. 

Greer and Woollitt, the grocerymen of Tampico, received 
a large consignment of poultry from New Orleans the 
first of the week consisting of turkeys, geese and chickens. 
This, no doubt, will greatly relieve the poultry situation in 
Tampico. 

According to letters and clippings from Pittsburgh 
papers a big oil deal was made in Pittsburgh last week, in 
which the Gulf Company became owner of the Tepetate 
Oil Company, for the sum of $2,000,000. This could not be 
confirmed at the Gulf office in Tampico. 

A. P. Ellis, engineer for the Cortez Oil Corporation, who 
has been spending Christmas in Tampico, left Thursday 
for Tepetate with supplies for his camp, to complete the 
survey of the railroad that the company proposes to build 
from their property at Tepetate to Port Lobos, the terminus 
of their proposed pipe line. This road is to be built in 
order to enable them to transport the material for the 
pipe line and pumping stations. 

A new tanker arrived in Tampico Wednesday, belonging 
to the Freeport and Tampico Fuel Oil Company, named the 
S. S. George Warren, which is a sister ship of the L. V. 
Stodard. 


W. D. Hasenfuss, field superintendent for the Metro- 
politan Petroleum Corporation, came up from the Tepetate 
field Wednesday and left Thursday for the Topila field. 
He will also visit the company’s well new being drilled at 
Quebrache. 


The S. S. Esperanza, of the Ward Line, arrived from 
New York via Havana, Progreso and Vera Cruz Monday, 
with 38 passengers and 60 tons of freight, and sailed Tues- 
day with about the same amount of passengers and freight 
for New York via Vera Cruz, Progreso and Havana. 


James Barbour, in charge of the East Coast Oil Com- 
pany’s Terminal at Ponce, was in town a few days the first 
of the week and left Wednesday with T. R. Batte, the gen- 
eral manager of the company in Mexico, for Panuco, Ponce, 
and Topila on a tour of inspection of the company’s works 
at these points. 


Adolf and George Zoeller received the sad news on the 
23rd that their sister, the wife of an army officer of the 
United States, was dead at Douglas, Arizona. They wired 
to hold the body until they could reach there, and im- 
mediately left for San Antonio. The News, together with 
all their friends, extend sympathy to the bereaved brothers. 





Highest Court to Pass on I. & G. N. Oil Bill 


As to whether the International & Great Northern Rail- 
road will be permitted to pay the interest on bonds held by 
New York trust companies, before paying a fuel oil bill 
of $225,778.52 to the Texas Company, incurred before the 
road went into the hands of a receiver, will be determined 
by the Supreme Court of the United States at Washington, 
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according to a decision of the attorneys for Receiver James 
A. Baker. 


The Internation & Great Northern Railroad must pay 
the $225,778,52 fuel oil bill, incurred before the road went 
into the hands of a receiver, before it can pay further 
interest on the bonds held by New York trust companies, 
according to the decision of the United States Court of 
Civii Appeals, Fifth District, filed in the Federal clerk’s 
office in Houston Thursday. The decision was handed 
down by Judges Pardee, Walker and Grubb at New Orleans 
some time ago, Judge Grubb writing the opinion. How- 
ever, an appeal in the matter will be filed soon. 

This case has been in the courts for some time, and 
twice the Texas Company has sought an injunction in the 
local United States court to restrain the receiver of the 
International & Great Northern Railroad Company from 
paying the interest before paying the supply claim, each 
time failing. The contention of the defendants in the case 
was that the interest on the first mortgage bonds had 
priority over any supply claim made before the railroad 
went into the hands of the receiver and that unless the 
earnings of the railroad were sufficient to pay the in- 
terest and then have funds additional to pay the other 
claims, the supply claim should not be settled until the 
sale of the railroad. 

The Texas Company also had attacked the issue of 
$700,000 receivership certificates in so far as it was at; 
tempted to confer on these certificates prior lien in favor 
of the certificate holders on net earnings and income of the 
road. The position of the Texas Company was upheld. 

Judge Burns, from whose court the case was appealed by 
the Texas Company, was instructed to set aside his order 
directing payment of interest on the first mortgage bonds 
and to modify his order authorizing the issuance of certifi- 
cates of indebtedness (receiver’s certificates), by subordi- 
nating the lien of $700,000 so far as it attaches to the net 
income of the receivership to the claims of such supply 
creditors as have established or may establish priority to 
it. The method of procedure was left to the local court. 

The $700,000 in question has been used, $200,000 for 
shops at San Antonio, $155,000 for passenger equipment, 
$345,000 for ballasting track. 

A further order instructing that the interest paid the 
Equitable Trust Company of New York, amounting to 
something more than $300,000, be returned into the hands 
of the receiver unless it has already been paid out by the 
company receiving it, was included in the decision. How- 
ever, this money already has been paid out, it is said. 


Big Lease Taken at Altamont, Kansas 


J. A. Waterhouse of Fredonia, New York, J. M. Pringle 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and W. W. Strickler of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, all experienced and successful oil men, have leased 
2000 acres of land west and southwest of Altamont for 
the purpose of prospecting for oil. The new company will 
have a geological survey made of the leases and will locate 
wells on a scientific basis. 


J. L. Strickler of Cherryvale, an experienced driller, who 
has drilled wells in Labette and Montgomery Counties, 
has been engaged to do the drilling, and will have one or 
more drills in operation soon. 


The Nourse Oil Company, Kansas City, Missouri, will 
construct a $100,000 factory for the manufacture of oil 
specialties. 
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Excitement Runs High as Result of Oil 
Strike at Cordova, Ala. 


Cordova, Alabama, Dec. 30.—On the night of December 
19th the news was flashed out over the wires that oil had 
peen struck at a depth of 800 feet in the vicinity of Cor- 
dova and that the flow at a depth of 12 inches in the pay 
was about 150 barrels a day. This created a furor of 
excitement and has attracted a number of oil men from 
various States to Cordova. It seems that geologists had 
traced to this point oil in large quantities, at least the in- 
dications were such. 


Two wells put down about 700 feet here about 10 years 
ago have been running oil ever since but not in paying 
quantities and nobody paid mug¢h attention to these two 
holes, except to note as they passed by that oil was trick- 
ling down the gulley. With these indications of oil, the 
Warrior River recently opened to navigation the year 
round from Mobile and New Orleans to the outer world, 
the close proximity of the field to the great industrial 
center Birmingham, oil men from Tulsa, Oklahoma, located 
a drill about 400 yards from the Warrior River at Barney 
. Mines, three miles southeast of Cordova about five weeks 
ago. 

Ex-Governor Haskell Interested 

Mert McCain, of Tulsa, who is the contractor, states the 
name the company operates under is “No. 1 Oil Company,” 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. It seems that former Governor Haskell 
is president of the company and Major Patterson general 
manager. James Gardiner is geologist for the concern and 
visited the well here last Friday. Telegrams are exchanged 
daily between McCain and Haskell and Patterson. It ap- 
pears that the men reached pay sand on the 17th, and the 
indications lead them to seek further leases on adjoining 
property during the next two days and they sent the drill 
a foot further into the sand Tuesday, December 19th, re- 
sulting in a 150-barrel well. 


While usually reticent Mr. McCain gave the following 
description of events. ‘You can tell them” said McCain, 
“that we struck the pay at ten feet in the sand and the 
well started to fill up very rapidly, so we shut down and 
wired for further instructions.” He stated that there were 
bright prospects for oil in large quantities, that this hole 
would probably produce 150 barrels a day from present in- 


dications, possibly double that amount, but that the prom- 


inent feature of the operations was that it indicated the 
presence of large quantities of oil in this vicinity. Last 
Saturday the drill was sent three feet further in the sand 
and it was declared around the well that the capacity had 
doubled, but the owners declared not and talked very 
discouragingly about the operations. 


Many Oil Men Visit Field. 


Since the publication of these reports oil men have 
visited here from New York, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Louisi- 
ana, Texas, California and quite a number from Oklahoma. 

Vigorous efforts have been made to secure leases, even 
by men who have been inclined to throw cold water on the 
situation and oil men from various parts of the country 
evidently have faith in the presence of large quantities of 
oil here as they are doing all they can to secure property. 
Quite a number of grants have been made, and some to 
men who have drilling outfits where they can be moved 
promptly and within a week or ten days it may be better 
known to the outside oil world just what to expect of the 


Cordova field. 
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Difficulties to Surmount 


Two adverse conditions enter into the situation. The 
property holders are holding so tight to their property 
and at such prices as to preclude immediate operations. 

The second condition is that the mineral rights in this 
whole vicinity are nearly all held by three large coal and 
iron corporations, the Pratt Consolidated Coal and Iron 
Company, on whose property No. 1 well is located, the 
Sloss Sheffield Steel and Iron Company, and the Tennessee 
Coal, Iron and R. R. Company (U. S. Steel subsidiary). 
Still the Supreme Court in this State has not ruled on the 
question as to which side the oil belongs to and the oil 
men are getting leases on all the surface they possible can 
and on the mineral rights where possible, the latter only 
from small holders and in a few instances from the Pratt 
people. The Indian Head Mills and the University of Ala- 
bama are said to be among the larger mineral right holders 
outside of the three large corporations already named. 

The prevailing figures for leases to the surface holders is 
$7.50 per acre for the privilege of drilling and royalties of 
one-eighth, with the provision should the Supreme Court 
rule against the surface men the royalties would thereafter 
go to the mineral right holders. 


Some Visiting Oil Men 


Among the oil men from a distance who have visited 
the well here are: J. E. Gardiner, Tulsa; W. G. Skelly, 
Tulsa; A. F. Crider, Shreveport; John O’Connor, Tulsa; 
L. A. May, of London, England; J. B. Foster, New York; 
K. C. Foster, Urbana, Ill.; R. A. Josey, Muskogee; F. C. 
Pierce, Ardmore; H. Stahlnacker, Blackwell, Okla.; H. S. 
Gurley, Blackwell; F. S. Prout, San Francisco; Alex Hill- 
sturm, Shreveport; Wm. Lee, Kansas City, and a number 
from various sections of Alabama—engineers, geoligists 
and others. Mr. Skelly stated in Birmingham they would 
probably shoot the well this week but so far there have 
been no preparations made here for this. It will be ten 
days or so possibly before there are any startling develop- 
ments. —____—_——_- 
A Later Special 


The concern doing the drilling at the well that has 
created the excitement has now gone below the oil bearing 
sand which was struck about two weeks ago and Major 
Patterson, who is in charge, states that he may get wire 
instructions from the Eastern owners to shoot the 800-foot 
sand.later, in which’ case they can put in a bridge and. 
shoot even though they should be drilling much below that. 
Their anticipations have always been set at 1200 feet, at 
which depth wells put down here 15 years ago showed oil 
in greater quantities than at about the same depth as 
this new well. To be exact the first oil was found at 770 
feet in the first well put down 15 years ago, and later at 
1080 feet. In No. 2, three-fourths of a mile southwest of 
No. 1, they quit drilling at 1100 feet for lack of funds. The 
normal slope here is to the southwest and the first oil 
found at 770 feet in No. 1 was found at 850 to 875 in No. 2, 
so it seems they quit drilling in No. 2 just as they were 
about to get into oil sand again. 

The new well at Barney is three miles southeast of old 
No. 1 and the second oil sands should be found at about 
1200 feet. There are six geologists working in the country 
around about here and oil can be seen oozing out of the 
ground in several different ravines near the river, up and 
down for a space of some 10 miles. A new company 
promises to have a drill at work in 30 days on a farm near 
here, where oil runs out of the ground. Oil runs from both 
these old wells and has for 15 years and gas bubbles up 
through the oil at the top of both. 


A fire in the plant of the Levi Smith refinery, at Claren- 
don, resulted in the loss of two agitators with their con- 
tents. 


If you want to know what is going on in the oil trade 
and developments, read the Gulf Coast Oil News regularly. 
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Detailed Account of California Operations 
Given by State Mining Bureau 


During the year 1916 there were 759 new wells com- 
menced or reported. The bureau has kept no record of 
the number of wells completed, and probably the actual 
work on some of the wells reported was not promptly 
coniluenced, owing to such obstacles as increased cost of 
material and scarcity of labor. There was, however, a great 
increase of work over that done during 1915 when only 
ahout 240 wells were completed. 

The witnessing of tests of water shutoff, coincident with 
the general field activity amounted to 917 cases and con- 
stituted the major portion of the bureau’s work. Such 
tests are of utmost importance in protecting the oil fields, 
and the necessity of their being inspected by a disinter- 
ested public official is generally recognized and demanded, 
but the underlying principles governing the depth and 
manner of the shutoff is of even greater importance and 
depends upon careful engineering investigation. The drill- 
ing of a new well or the deepening or abandoning of an 
oil well demands in every case an investigation, the full 
importance of which is not yet generally understood. The 
enlarged staff of the bureau will doubtless make such 
primary work possible during the coming year. The up- 
keep of an oil property involves constant work on some 
old wells which have deteriorated or were not originally 
completed in the best manner. Such deepening and re- 
drilling work was proposed by operators on 528 wells. 

Wells are abandoned for several reasons, such as non- 
productiveness, damage to surrounding property or salvage 
value of material in an idle well. Abandonments pro- 
posed during the year totaied 164. 

The repairing of old wells, which are said to be damag- 
ing surrounding property, is a subject the importance of 
which is generally recognized and demanded by operators. 
The bureau has the power to compell repair work at wells, 
and many owners of such wells are willing to make repairs 
without legal compulsion, but the bureau has scarcely 
touched this branch of the work further than to demon- 
strate in a few cases that it is both possible and profitable. 
No repairs have been ordered, or will in the future be 
ordered by the State oil and gas supervisor, until an inves- 
tigation thoroughly demonstrates what wells are the real 
source of damage, and exactly what repair work is neces- 
sary. Any other procedure would cause needless and un- 
justified expense to the operators, and eventually discredit 
all other branches of the work. Conditions during the 
coming year will undoubtedly be such as to provide for 
such investigations and repair. 

A review of the year’s work gives ample proof that the 
underlying principles of the bureau’s work are now better 
understood and appreciated by oil operators than before. 
Criticism for lax enforcement of some provisions of the 
law is answered by the statement that drastic action should 
only follow a thorough consideration of facts, and that 
most oil field operations have not in the past been so con- 
ducted as to present even such simple facts as annual 
dates when water appeared in various wells, or the physical 
condition of the wells. The first drastic action in the en- 
forcement of the law must be directed toward those who 
do not furnish the necessary facts, such as complete well 
logs and production reports. A reasonable period of time 
for the explanation of the necessity of such records should, 
of course, be allowed. Such explanations were presented 
to every operator during the past year. 
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The detailed report for the week is as follows: 


Begin Drilling New Wells: 


COMPANY 


Associated Oil Co.... 
Shell. 40 60. | .sscaus 
Lost Hills Dev. Co. ... 
OE: ae OR Gee 
East Puente Oil Co... 11 
Standard Oil Co...... 36 


_ 2 
on bo wm -00 Section 


Pan-American Pet & I Co. 
Pan-American Pet. & I. Co. 


Test of Water Shutoff: 


Bivell 49) (0... ..05. 2 
LOTS UE 6) UE 6 rer 2 
cor LEC) Ue ¢' ee 27 
LTT CU 6 34 
General Pet. Co. ..... 6 
Oil Exploration Co.... 17 
Empire Gas & F. Co. 15 
Cal. Star Oil Co...... 24 
Cai. Star Oli Co...... 24 
Cal. Star 2il Co.....5 24 
Cal. Star Oii Co...... 24 
Cal. Star <0 Co...... 24 
Cal. Star Oil Co...... 24 
Cal. Star Oil Co...... 24 
Pittsburgh O. & G. Co. 6 
United Oil Co. ....... 2 
Marina Oil Co. ...... 3 
Calidon Pet. Synd.... 19 
Standard Oil Co...... 24 
Standard Oil Co...... 24 


Deepen or Redrilling Present 
‘Wells: 


Associated Oil Co..... 12 
Sy ar Oe 19 
SUS TEE C E 6: 14 


Pittsburgh 0. &G.Co. 6 


East Puente Oil Co... 11 
Associated Oil Co.... 30 
Associated Oil Co.... 30 
Abandon Present Wells: 
Standard Oil Co...... 28 
Gen. Pet. Corp....... 6 
Standard Oil Co...... 5 


2 

aa) 
21 15 
19 15 
26 20 
11 23 
30 21 
29 21 
(Bell) 
(Bell) 
20 15 
20 15 
19 15 
19 15 
20 15 
20 15 
32 23 
26 20 
26 20 
26 20 
26 20 
26 20 
26 20 
26 20 
30 22 
11 24 
29 21 
31 23 
3 11 
3 11 
20 14 
20 15 
19 15 
30 22 
30 21 
28 28 
28 28 
19 15 
11 23 
28 27 


FIELD 


-HCoalinga 


Coalinga 
Lost Hills 
Sunset 
McKittrick 
McKittrick 


6-A Cat Canyon 
7-ACat Canyon 


33 Coalinga 
34 Coalinga 
81 Coalinga 
32 Coalinga 
37 Coalinga 

3 Coalinga 

4 Midway 

5 Lost Hills 
7 Lost Hills 
9 Lost Hills 
14 Lost Hills 
17 Lost Hills 
18 Lost Hills 
21 Lost Hills 
1 McKittrick 
4 Sunset 

1 Belridge 

2 Midway 

28 W. Coyote 
30 W. Coyote 
42 Coalinga 
38 Coalinga 
19 Coalinga 

1 McKittrick 
2 McKittrick 
12 Kern River 
24 Kern River 
78 Coalinga 
13-BSunset 

1 Kern River 
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Record Prices for Louisiana Oil 


Prices continue to soar in the North Louisiana oil field, 
three advances during the past week having brought the 
present market quotation up to $1.60 a barrel for Caddo 
light, the highest price ever paid in this field. Following 
are the quotations of prices now being paid for the differ- 
ent grades of oil in the various districts: 


Baie NNN oi Scat wie: oeoige aims eve ws Wie inl oiy gs $1.45 
ry INE soa 0 4-2 65 Se ieee ews eee wares 1.50 
SO ee CUNO, COBEN. 5 kon 5 sonsiein ss tes ciesies 1.60 
EI aoa orn oo Gis tae gee e ne Sie ew nals .95 
EE I 52 hg Sade vans Sao are wig Ws! ows 1.50 
rN MMIII 5 isi. )a sa. cli ig slain. A we ecw aew Beles wereters 1.30 





Field Notes 


There has been a steady increase in drilling operations 
during the past month and new locations are being made 
in all parts of the field, which give promise of still greater 
activity. The daily average production of the week showed 
an increase of 490 barrels over that of the previous week, 
the total production amounting to 24,655 barrels daily, of 
which 14,540 barrels was produced in De Soto and Red 
River and 10,115 barrels in Caddo and Northeastern Texas. 
The new production for the week amounted to 350 barrels. 

Two completions were made in the old Caddo field, the 
Gulf Refining Co. getting a 100 barrel well in Ferry Lake 
No. 62, section 24-20-16, in the 2200 foot sand. and the 
State Oil & Gas Co. a 25 barrel well in Rogers No. 42, sec- 
tion 13-21-16, in the shallow sand near Lewis. The Gulf 
Refining Co. completed a 150 barrel well in Williams E-1, 
section 32-13-11, in the Grand Bayou district, in De Soto 
Parish, and also a 75 barrel well in Kennedy No. 17, sec- 
tion 23-13-11, in the old Abington district, Red River Par- 
ish. A deep test, made in the territory north of the Crich- 
ton district, where several chalk rock wells have béen 
brought in, resulted in a dry hole at 2700 feet, the well 
being drilled by O. Kinney et al on the Westdale planta- 
tion in section 22-14-11. 





Big Gasser Features Operations 


An important feature of the week’s development was the 
completion of a 6,000,000 foot gas well on the Smith lease, 
twelve and a half miles north of Monroe, Louisiana, by the 
Ouachita Natural Gas & Oil Co. This is the third gas well 
completed in this locality and operators are intensely in- 
terested in the territory as a possible oil field. 

A location has been made by the Gulf Refining Co. in 
Richland Parish, adjoining this development, on the Bur- 
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rows Land Co. lease in section 24-15-4, which has greatly in- 
creased interest in the surrounding territory and will prob- 
ably lead to further operations, as thousands of acres have 
been leased for drilling purposes. 

The rapid advance in the price of oil has already re- 
sulted in a noticeable increase in activity, especially in the 
Caddo field. The Gulf Refining Co. has five new locations 
on the Ferry Lake lease, on which there are already four 
wells drilling and eight building derricks. The State Oil 
& Gas Co. has two new derricks up on the Rogers lease, 
near Lewis, and two more rigging up to drill: the Seminole 
Oil Co. has derrick up for Green No. 6, section 27-20-16, 
south of Ferry Lake, and in the shallow sand territory be- 
tween Vivian and Hosston, the Lewis Drilling Co. is rigging 
up to drill No. 6 Levee Board, section 23-22-15 and the 
Menjoy Oil Co. has derrick up for No. 3 Land, in section 
22-22-15. 





New Pool Opened 


Two miles east of Mooringsport, a new pool was recent- 
ly opened up by the Peerless Oil Co. and two more wells are 
now being drilled in this territory, one by the Gulf Refin- 
ing Co., on the Harris lease, and one by the Peerless Oil 
Co., on the Hammett lease, both in section 29-20-15. Another 
interesting test is being made two miles east of Oil City, 
where the Penn.-Wyo. Oil Co. is down 900 feet in Muslow 
No. 1, section 3-20-15. Three miles east of Vivian, the 
Lucky Strike Oil Co. is bailing 6-inch casing in Evans No. 
i, section 28-22-15, in the shallow sand at 950 feet. An 
unusual amount of drilling is in progress in the vicinity 
of Lewis, where wells are being drilled by the Louisiana 
Petroleum Co., the Producers Oil Co., the Vivian Oil Co. 
and the State Oil Co. 

In Red River Parish, two new locations were made in the 
Grand Bayou district, on the Sample lease, and one on the 
Hicks, and a number of new wells are being started in the 
old Crichton and Abington districts, which have been al- 
most deserted for the past six months. The Gulf Refining 
Co. has derricks up for Christopher No. 7, section 16-13-10, 
and Marston No. 28 in section 14-13-11 and is rigging up to 
drill Natalie A-21, section 19-13-10, and down 300 feet in 
Kennedy No. 18, section 23-13-11. The completion of a 
producing well on the Jenkins lease in section 11-12-11, 
three miles south of Gusher Bend, is an encouraging fea- 
ture of operations in this territory and will probably in- 
crease activity here as it is considered an important ex- 
tension of the field. 

The Phoenix Oil Co. and the Oriole Oil Co. have taken 
over the Logansport Oil Co. holdings, and the Oriole Oil 
Co. is drilling Nash No. 1, section 24-12-16, at 800 feet; the 
Phoenix Oil Co. is drilling Stephens No. 2, section 12-11-16, 
at 2000 feet and is rigging up to drill Gannon No. 1, in the 
same section. The Seminole Oil Co. has set 6-inch casing 
in the Peyton-Courtney well, seven miles north of Spider, 
in section 31-13-14, and will soon be ready to drill in. 

In the Bethany district, the Gulf Production Co. has 
completed the Jernigan well, taken over from the Palmetto 
Oil Co., and is confident it will make a 15 to 20 barrel 
pumper, as it is showing up better than the discovery well 
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of this territory, 2500 feet east of it. The Bethany Oil Co. 
is drilling out plug in the Sol Jernigan well, a mile and a 
half south of the Palmetto’s first well, and is getting ready 
to drill below the 6-inch casing. Wolfe & Keen are drill- 
ing at 1850 feet in the Jehu Jernigan well and the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. is down 3150 feet in the deep test on the 
Furrh lease. 

South of Shreveport, there is considerable activity in 
both the Harts Island and Elm Grove districts, in both 
of which enormous gas fields have been developed but ne 
oil of any consequence. The Producers Oil Co. is drilling 
Leonard No. 1 at 1500 feet and is drilling in, in Deal No. 1; 
the Arkansas Natural Gas Co. has set 8-inch casing in Wil- 
son No. 53; the Southwestern Gas & Electric Co. has set 
6-inch casing in Berry fee No. 164, the Louisiana Gas & 


Fuel Co. in Burkett No. 1, and the Standard Oil Co. in Mat-, 


tie Meyer No. 2, and the Atlas Oil Co. drilled to 2750 feet 
in a test on the Country Home Association well, and has 
gone into the salt water. 

In the Black Lake district, south of the Red River field, 
a well is being drilled by the Producers Oil Co. on the 
Griggsby lease in section 9-1-6, which has added greatly to 
interest in this territory as well as to encourage the com- 
pletion of welis already started. 


First Geological Survey of Bexar County Being 
Made by University Bureau 


The bureau of economic geology will soon make a sur- 
vey of Bexar County, according to C. L. Baker of the field 
force of the University of Texas Bureau of Economic 
Geology; who has been in San Antonio the past week mak- 
ing arrangements. 

Every phase of the geology of the county will be in- 
vestigated and especially that which has an economic 
bearing. 

It is pointed out by Mr. Baker that the oil prospects of 
Bexar County are such that they deserve the most care- 
ful attention, and that no work of this nature has ever 
been done in Bexar County before. 

Mr. Baker will be assisted by E. L. Porch, Jr., and a 
pamphlet giving the results of the work will be issued in 
bulletin form by the bureau, of which Dr. J. A. Udden is 
director. 


On the Linn ranch George Leonard has about eight shal- 
low wells on power and is now drilling. 

C. L. Witherspoon, of Corsicana, has subleased 100 
acres of the Linn ranch and has made a location. 

At Summerset, southwest of San Antonio, five wells are 
drilling, the Slimp refinery is taking most of the produc- 





January 13, 1916 


tion, which comes from shallow wells. Those now drilling 
are Witherspoon, Kurts, Lightfoot, Crosby and others. 

The old Mission wells are being worked over by Russell 
et al and put on the pump. 

In the Alta Vista field the Fuchs Oil Company is drilling, 
as is Davidson and associates. 

West of San Antonio, on the Leon Creek, Eastern capital- 
ists are drilling on the Camp land, having leased about 
10,000 acres within the last 30 days. 

Alexander Deussen, of Houston, spent Friday in San 
Antonio. 

Prof. H. A. Buehler, director of the department of eco- 
nomic geology of the State of Missouri, is in San Antonio 
spending a few days. 


Sun Company Will Appeal Big Contract Suit 
More Than $338,000 Involved 


One of the most interesting suits on a contract that has 
ever been filed in the U. S. District Court at Beaumont, 
is the case of the Vinton Petroleum Company versus the 
Sun Company, involving $338,000. 

At the last term of the Federal Court, Judge Russell de- 
cided in favor of the plaintiffs after he had ruled with the 
defendants and been reversed by the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals at New Orleans, and the case will be again appealed 
according to orders filed with District Clerk C. C. Bumpas, 
which will provide for the filing of a supersedeas bond in 
the sum of $360,000. 

The contract out of which the suit grew provided that 
the Sun Company would take the output of the Vinton 
Petroleum Company at a stipulated price and would have 
the privilege of renewing the contract at the highest con- 
tract price. 

At the expiration of the contract the greater portion of 
the contracts which were being made were on the basis 
of about 60 cents a barrel. During the life of the Vinton 
Petroleum Company’s contract some oil had been con- 
tracted for on a basis of $1.00 a barrel. The company con- 
tends that the contract should be renewed on the basis 
of $1.00 instead of the actual contract price at the time of 
the expiration of the contract. 
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New Pools Brighten Outlook 


The situation has improved a trifle during the last week 
so tar aS new production in the Mid-Continent field is 
concerned. That is to say, there are several new pools in 
sight, and while none of them is exhibiting much class, 
the total adds considerably to the outlook. 

Refiners will be the ones most benefited because it is 
the latter who have been hard pressed for crude and who 
have raised the price by paying a premium of at least fifty 
cents above the market for high grade oil, and in many 
instances even a quarter higher than that. 

The late development at Yale where the Twin State well, 
in section 1-19-5, is making 450 barrels; the new well at 
Francis, located in section 3-4-7, which is good for at least 
35 barrels at 1050 feet; the Fox pool, north of Healdton, 
where the Gypsy people are getting 150 barrels a day from 
their big gas well and from a sand which was passed 
through as not being rich enough to pay to shoot. These, 
with showings here and there, all lead to the conclusion that 
the easiest way to get more oil on top of the ground is to 
pay a better price. Oil men will always get busy when the 
price gets high enough. It is, of course, too soon to say 
whether or not any of the above are going to develop into 
any real oil pools or enough to have an effect on the mar- 
ket, but the chances are that they will at least help the 
little fellow because he can get the oil before the property 
has been absorbed by the larger interests. 


The Largest Sale Ever Made 


Oil men are still talking about the sale of the McMan Oil 
Company properties to the Magnolia and all agree that it 
is the largest deal ever recorded in the history of the oil 
game. The price was thirty-five millions, as given in a 
dispatch to this paper last week, and does not include 
some of the departmental stuff owned by the McMan Oil 
Company, which still has 2500 barrels per day production, 
most of which is in the Cushing field. This company 
also retained its interests in the Electra field, in Texas, and 
will get back into the game as an oil producer in rapid 
time. The firm is exceedingly popular in Tulsa as it 
has been the most modest and unassuming of any of the 
big producers and has been strong for all good things that 
go to make a Western oil camp a good town to live in. To 
show the disposition of the members of the firm, it need 
only be stated that Christmas time was spent by Messrs. 
McFarland, Chapman, Harwell and Harry Rogers with the 
fifth member of the original company, with Grandpa Chap- 
man at Waxahachie, Texas. The old gentleman is getting 
old and feeble and certainly must have enjoyed having his 
boys back for Christmas, and it is a credit to them that 
ho matter how busy they might be, they took time to visit 
with the home folks and add that much to the happiness 
of the people there. : 





The Magnolia Will Purchase Oil 


The Magnolia has announced that it will purchase oil in 
the Mid-Continent field, and has opened an office in the 
same building with the McMan Oil Company, which it 
succeeded, has posted a price of $1.60 per barrel and has 
become a common carrier under the laws of Oklahoma and 
the national law governing pipe lines. It will add that 
much to the general prosperity and will be welcomed by 
oil men generally throughout the north end of Oklahoma. 
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This company has been alone in the Healdton field for 
years, but now has much competition in sight in that dis- 
trict. As an example, the Pierce-Fordyce Company has 
posted a price for Healdton crude and has already bought 
some oil in tankage, paying therefor $1.37% and will build 
a pipe line to its refinery in Fort Worth. The Texas Com- 
pany has also announced its intention of building its pipe 
line to a connection with the main line and will soon be 
actively buying oil in the Healdton district. The result is 
that Healdton oil is bound to take a much more rapid ad- 
vance and the Magnolia can only congratulate itself on 
having had its own way for so long a time. It has now 
many millions of oil in tankage which cost on an average 
of fifty cents, or thereabouts, per barrel. 





Cosden & Company to Expand 


The Wall Street Journal of January 5th, carries a long 
notice to the effect that Cosden & Company are going to 
expand and will absorb many producing properties and will 
increase the capacity of the refinery in West Tulsa. AI- 
though Mr. Cosden is here after a short visit in New York, 
he is not giving out anything for publication, but can con- 
fidently be expected to do something rather startling in the 
way of taking on new stuff. 

“Business throughout the entire country is at the top- 
notch and oil is still going up in the most encouraging 
manner. Everyone is looking to Oklahoma for the supply,” 
is the way the man who has thirty thousand barrels a day 
refining capacity and almost as much production, puts it. 
Mr. Cosden has a little on most of the big fellows in the 
way of pleasant manners and a quick perception of the 
main chance. 





New Refinery at Onita 


F. D. Misener, who owns some big production south of 
Broken Arrow, is starting a refinery at Onita, and also a 
gasoline plant on his acreage and will find the two a 
profitable combination. The Rosedale Refining Company 
is reported to have made a deal with the Olsen people for 
their oil at a premium of 45 cents a barrel, and will lay 
a line to the railroad at Onita and ship same to Kansas 
City, where its refinery is located. 





Sinclair Boosts the Market 


‘The Sinclair Oil Company has posted an advance in the 
price of Oklahoma and Kansas crude, excepting. Healdton, 
of $1.70 per barrel, being ten cents higher than the mark 
set by the Prairie Oil and Gas Company in its raise of 
January 6th. 

The Sinclair people are certainly to be commended for 
taking this aggressive action, and all its customers are 
elated and other purchasing agents correspondingly de- 
pressed. The latter claim that the Sinclair people are 
only upsetting the market, but it goes without saying that 
oil producers are jubilant. 


Mr. Sinclair is a brilliant operator, has done well with 





HENDERSON & WHIGHTSEL 


LAWYERS 
Charters and the Laws of Oil and Mineral Rights 


A SPECIALTY 
401-2 Paul Building 


Houston, Texas 








DULLER & BURNELL 


526 First National Bank Building, Houston, Texas 


Examinations and Reports on Oil Fields 
and Prospective Fields 


Surveys and Mineral Reports for Investors. References on Request 











\4 
Si 





' 


pe es 


a 


Pa eres 


ie 


26 GULF COAST OIL NEWS 


his new company, organized only last May, and is already 
retiring bonds which were a mortgage on the property. 
The holders of said bonds have realized handsomely on the 


investment, and of course, took no chances in making pur-. 


chases of same during the early days of the organization of 
the company. 

The Sinclair people are just now completing a line from 
the Eldorado and Augusta fields, in Kansas, to the refinery 
owned by them at Chanute, and are busily engaged in 


stringing pipes from Chanute to Kansas City, at which , 
place the new refinery owned by them is rapidly under con- . 


struction and will be completed in four months. It is 
located at Argentine, eight miles west of the center of 
Kansas City, Missouri. 





Another Refinery Due to Start 


The Duluth Gas-Oil Refining Company is about ready to 
start its refinery at Sapulpa and is installing the Landes 
process of refining and will be the first in this field to try 
the new process, which is said to be a great success ac- 
cording to preliminary tests. The new process is as dif- 
ferent from the old method as night is from day, according 
to men who ought to know. The oil is atomized and 
heated while in a vapor in a specially constructed still and 
from thence it goes through the condenser and is con- 
densed instantaneously, and is purified without the use of 
chemicals. It is said by the patentee to be an improve- 
ment on the Burton process. The same people are build- 
ing a refinery at Augusta, Kansas. 


W. H. Skelley a Refiner 


“Bill” Skelley has announced the building of a new re- 
finery at Eldorado, in which venture he will be associated 
with Messrs. Osborne and Gray, the latter from Houston, 
Texas. Inasmuch as they have plenty of production of 
their own, the venture is bound to be a success from the 
start. Mr. Skelly is one of the most popular oil producers 
in the business and this will be his first venture in the 
refining line. 








Murray Doan a General 


Murray Doan, general manager of the Gulf Pipe Line 
and Gypsy Oil Company in Kansas, is a real general and is 
hard to beat in matters pertaining to politics or the public 
welfare. He has taken an active part in the municipal af- 
fairs of Tulsa and shown remarkable strength in the pro- 
motion of the city’s best interests. 





At Broken Arrow 


Keno Oil and Gas Company has a 20 barrel well in the 
northwest corner of the southeast quarter of section 
24-18-14. 

Anderson and others are drilling at 600 feet in the south- 
west corner of the southeast quarter of section 24-18-14. 

Olsen and others are drilling at 600 feet in the southeast 
quarter in No. 2 well, on Goodner lease, section 34-18-14. 

Brown and others have made a location on the northeast 
of the southwest of 34-18-14. 

Laurel Oil and Gas Company has a fishing job at 1150 
feet in northwest corner of the southeast of 23-18-15. 

J. A. Bearman has made a location in the southwest cor- 
ner of the northwest quarter of section 13-18-14. He also 
has a rig up in the northeast of the southwest quarter of 
section 10-18-14. 

This shows the activity in the vicinity of Broken Arrow 
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in a territory heretofore thought worthless. As it stands 
now it is becoming a factor in the game and already severa] 
large properties have been developed. One well completed 
last week by Olsen and others is making 400 barrels, prop- 
erty such as Misener’s is holding up well, and everybody 
is confident that in time much oil will be produced in this 
vicinity. 





W. H. Roeser Coming Back 


W. H. Roeser, who once set the woods on fire in the 
Mid-Continent field and was easily the biggest plunger in 
the early days of the Mid-Continent field, is coming back 
at a rapid gait and will soon be in the millionaire class 
again, and his friends throughout the entire oil producing 
country of the world will be glad to hear it. It was “Bill” 
Roeser who gave Tulsa people their first idea of making 
Tulsa a good place to live. When he struck it rich he pur- 
chased an entire block of ground, built a magnificent resj- 
dence, planted every known kind of flower and shrub 
around it and brought a train load of blue grass sod down 
from Missouri with which to get quick action on having a 
beautiful lawn. His taste in flowers and trees has never 
been beaten since, and were it kept up to its former state of 
perfection would easily be the show place of Tulsa now. 
Mr. Roeser is looking fine and is busier than a cranberry 
merchant, and is just now bringing in his No. 8 well south 
of the town of Leonard. His company goes by the name 
of Isabel Oil Company and could easily dispose of its hold- 
ings for a million dollars. Associated with him are Harry 
Kerstedder, “Red” Knight and Eugene Cremin, certainty 
a good crowd of live ones. 


Gulf Company Pays $1,500,000 for 
Sour Lake Leases 


What is probably the largest deal ever consummated in 
the Gulf Coast oil fields was closed last Thursday when the 
Gulf Production Company paid the Tarver Oil Company, 
of Sour Lake, $1,500,000 for its 80-acre Hardin County 
lease, and two and two-thirds acres in the old field. The 
latter consists of one acre in the Valenta tract, one acre 
in the Wheeles and two-thirds of an acre out of the Fisher. 
The daily average production of the Tarver Oil Company 
is around 4000 barrels; prior to the bringing in of No. 29, 
on the Hardin County lease, the production was just about 
half of the present output, the new well flowing on an 
average of 2000 barrels a day. 

The Tarver Oil Company recently contracted to deliver 
to the Sun Company 160,000 barrels of oil held in storage 
at $1.30. 

The officers of the Tarver Oil Company are: President, 
F. J. Tholl; vice president, Ed. Paggi; second vice presi- 
dent, Mrs. C. P. Adams; secretary, A. H. Tarver. 


1917 Contracts on Basis $1.30 


During the past week most of the independent producers 
in the Humble, Sour Lake and Goose Creek fields have con- 
tracted their output for 1917 on a basis of $1.30, some of 
them, however, are holding out for a still higher price, 
believing that a better price is possible in view of the 
increasing demand for Coastal crude, and the higher prices 
obtainable in all other fields of the country. 


If you want to know what is going on in the oil trade 
and developments, read the Gulf Coast Oil News regularly. 
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NORTH TEXAS. 


Seventh Advance Establishes New Record 

With the seventh advance within the last six weeks, oil 
is now posted at $1.60, which is the highest point in the 
history of this area, and is expected to reach $1.70 before 
the end of this week. Lack of water is probably a big 
factor in the present price and operators are using every 
possible effort to secure water for the many wells tempo- 
rarily shut down. The problem, however, is a big one, 
and few completions are reported for this week. 














The North Texas Area 
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The Producers Oil Co. has a good well in the No. 48 By- 
waters, which after being drilled in at 1990 feet, is produc- 
ing about 300 barrels. The Magnolia Petroleum Company’s 
No. 13 Sumner, drilled in at 1960, is making 25 barrels, 
while the No. 36 Miller, of the Gulf Production Company, 
has been abandoned as dry. Many of the wells shut down 
are near the sands, and if nature will assist with a good 
rain, some exciting announcements are expected. 


Reports From Strawn Up-to-Date 


Texas & Pacific Coal Co. fee, No. 121, 880 feet; 35 barrels. 

Texas & Pacific Coal Co. fee, No. 122, 685 feet; 2,000,000 
foot gas well. 

Texas & Pacific Coal Co. fee, No. 123, 896 feet; 50 barrels. 

Texas & Pacific Coal Co. fee, No. 124, 890 feet; 35 barreis. 

Texas & Pacific Coal Co. fee, No. 125, on top of sand at 
880 feet. 


Archer County reports only two completions, however 
they are both good wells, especially the Panther Oil Co.’s 
No. 2, which was thought to be a disappointment at 1600 
feet, was drilled in at 1631 feet, estimated at 100 barrels, 
although the daily production is 250 barrels; according to 
latest reports the well will be good for about 200 barrels. 
This well is located about 500 feet south of the Panther 
No. 1. The Sixty-Six Oil Co. drilled in its No. 1 well about 
a quarter of a mile west of Panther No. 1, and although 
considerable water is appearing in the well, it is estimated 
to be good for about 40 barrels. It is reported the Panther 
Co. will offset the Sixty-Six Oil Co.’s No. 1 some time this 


week. The exact location has not yet been officially an- 
nounced. 


The South Side Oil Co. is still drilling at 1653 feet, with 
a good showing for at least a small well. The Sinclair’s 
test, on the Panish, is temporarily shut down for lack of 
water. The Holiday Oil Co.’s well, at 400 feet; the Horse- 
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shoe Bend well at 550 feet; the Allen & Woodrum well at 
1000 feet, and the Stone Oil Co.’s well at 640 feet are all 
drilling. 

Leases have gone sky-high since the completion of the 
Panther No. 2 and the Sixty-Six No. 1. Critchlow et al 
having paid $6000 for 23 acres one-half mile east of Pan- 
ther No. 2; $10,000 being offered for another 40-acre 
block near the Panther No. 2, and many other deals are 
pending. The Panhandle Refining Co. has contracted with 
the Panther Oil Co. and the Sixty-Six Oil Co. for their 
production and will construct a pipe line from the Archer 
County pool to the refinery, if the production sufficiently 
develops. 





Among the Wildcats 

Palo Pinto County reports some progress since water is 
supplied by pipe lines running from the Brazos River. 
Owen & Wilson drilled in their well on the Noble farm, at 
993 feet, and at one screw in are getting about 4,000,000 
feet of gas, no oil showing. The rig will be moved to a 
new location, one-half mile west and north of the Gill well. 
The Empire Gas & Fuel Co.’s Chestnut No. 1, deep test, is 
still drilling ‘through hard, black shale, at 4040 feet, and 
while the well was drilled through the sand at 1040 feet, 
with no showing, they will continue drilling for second 
sand. The Holt well, two miles west of Graford, is drilling 
at 300 feet. 

The Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. has leased the Robt. Dalton 
ranch, north of Palo Pinto, and is expecting to make some 
very good locations. This company will first resume drill- 
ing the Dr. Pennington well, located on the Alexander 
ranch, adjoining the Dalton, which was shut down at 2100 
feet, and continue drilling to about 3500 feet, after which 
the rig will be moved to the Dalton ranch, where they will 
resume drilling the Jordon & Jones well, which was aban- 
doned about a year ago at 2960 feet, after a string of tools 
had been lost in the hole. 

In Stephens County, the Texas & Pacific Coal Co.’s 
Wright well has drilled through the pay and is now drilling 
at about 3300 feet. If a better sand is not found soon the 
well will be plugged back to 3160 feet for a small produc- 
tion. The Coody well is still drilling at 1500 feet, while 
the Sloan well has resumed drilling after shutting off the 
salt water at 1210 feet. Harrison No. 1 and Binney No. 1 
are each having a fishing job, the former at 860 feet and 
the latter at 1700 feet. South of Breckenridge the Parks 
No. 2 and the Smith No. 1 are shut down on account of 
water shortage. 





. Burkburnett 


Very little progress has been reported from Burkburnett 
during the past week, since most of the wells have been 
shut down for lack of water. However the Magnolia Petro- 
leum Co. brought in a very good well when it drilled in 
its Harlacher No. 8, at 1725 feet. The well is now pro- 
ducing about 60 barrels. 


A patent has been granted for a garment pocket with a 
celluloid covered window in front to permit a person to see 
the face of his watch without taking it out.—Exchange. 

If used for all pockets it would enable one to determine 
whether the other fellow had the price of a treat, to tell 
what brand of tobacco he chews without asking, and even 
to know the caliber of the “gun” in his hip pocket. 
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Late Tampico News 


From the Fields 


Esperanza, San Mateo, drilling in shale at 1000 feet. 

Tampiquena, drilling in shale at 3135 feet. 

San Jose de las Rusias No. 2, drilling in sand stone at 
3125 feet. 

San Jose de las Rusias No. 3, drilling in shale at 3016 
feet. 

New England Fuel Oil, Panuco, 2040 feet in lime stone. 

Universal No. 1, Carascal, 2215 feet. 

Universal No. 2, Islete, 2215 feet. 

Hispano Cubano, 2200 feet. 

Cia. Combustible No. 9, Topila, in lime, shale and shells 
at 1900 feet. 

Inglesha, closed temporarly at 2400 feet. 

Cantabros, Topila, drilling in lime at 2318 feet. 

Lopez No. 1, Panuco, drilling in lime at 1421 feet. 

Esterillos, in gumbo at 1012 feet—12-inch set. 

Mexico y Espana, drilling in lime and shells at 1700 feet. 

La Pet. Poblano, S. A. Tamboyoche, in lime and shells at 
1905 feet. 

Orillas de Panuco, Canoa, 2700 feet. 

La Corona No. 9, Topila, changing to standard tools. 

La Corona No. 12, Topila, drilling in rock at 585 feet. 

Freeport and Mexican Fuel, Zurita No. 4, 1815 feet. 

Argentina, Topila, changing to cable tools. 

Zaleta Mar Oil Co., drilling at 2582 feet. 

Panuco Mahuaves, Panuco, 2360 feet; shut down—engine 
troubles. 

Sun Oil, Panuco, drilling in lime at 2300 feet; good oil 
showing. 

English Oil Co., drilling in shale at 700 feet. 

Pueblo y Panuco, lot 12, Santa Ana, 1018 feet. 
Pueblo y Panuco, lot 3, Santa Ana, rigging up. 

Lot 9, Tepetate, drilling in shale at 1100 feet. 

Tampascos Oil Co. is getting material on the ground to 
drill No. 3 Barragon lease. 
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La Equidad No. 1, lot 22, Tamboyoche, are preparing to 
resume drilling operations on their well that has been shut 
down for some time at 2215 feet. 





Dredge Texas Raised 


Engineer Axtel, of the Texas Company, has succeeded in 
raising the dredge Texas, which was sunk in the Panuco 
River, near the Aguila Wharf, some weeks ago. After al] 
preparations were made it was only a few hours until the 
dredge was floated and beached at high tide. But that 
night when the tide went down a line parted and the 
dredge slid back into deep water, but was again beached 
the next day. She is being taken to the ship ways of the 
company at Las Matillas for repairs, and will be completed 
and in commission by the first of February. This is the 
second boat of the Texas Company that has been raised. 
The Jennie Barbour was raised two years ago this month. 
It is a rare occasion when a boat is ever raised when sunk 
in the river near Tampico. 





New Year in Tampico 

New Year was celebrated in the usual manner in Tam- 
pico this year. All the principal clubs and societies gave 
their annual ball, naturally with lunch and other refresh- 
ments. In addition many private dinners and dances were 
given. 

For some reason New Year seems to be the principal 
event of the holiday season in Tampico, and this year was 
no exception to the rule. There was more entertainment, 
and, needless to say, more noise, on New Year’s Eve, than 
during the whole week. Someone had evidently “paid 
dear for his whistle,” and was trying to get full value, for 
he kept up a din for a full half hour after midnight, be- 
sides several preliminary salutes during the evening. 

The dance given in the dining room of the Imperial 
Hotel, under the auspices of Messrs. Berry and Lindero, 
was attended by more than a hundred and sixty people, 
and lasted until three o’clock in the morning. 

Among those present were: Messrs. and Mesdames 
Dawson, Broun, Bolin, Prather, Miller, Clynes, Patton, Hall, 
Thomas, La Calle, Raver, Navarro; Messrs. W. J. Pulford, 
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Emory, Mason, George Pulford, and five officers from the 
Nashville. 

The dance, which the Cafe Elite gave after dinner, was 
also largely attended. Everybody had a good time and 
some of them so much so that when six o’clock came, and 
preparations for breakfast began, they were loth to leave. 

All told, the year nineteen hundred and seventeen was 
quite properly ushered in and its arrival announced. 

If we have not done this before, we’ll do it now. The 
Tampico News wishes you a happy New Year, and all the 
compliments of the season. Also, we give you this advice 
gratis. If our good wishes, and those of your numerous 
friends won’t serve to make the year happy for you, get 
out and make it so yourself. 

Ed. Williams has just returned from a two month’s visit 
to the States. Uncle Ed. left here for Texas to attend 
the elections, and after the elections took the opportunity 
to make a tour of the West. We are authorized to quote 
him as saying that in the section of the country which 
he visited, the people generally wear their heads on the 
upper end, and their feet down below. This was not 
clearly indicated, however, by the results of the recent 
election. 

Sam Weaver has been in town most of the week. Wea- 
ver is field superintendent of the Penn. Mex. Company, 
and has been directing the shipment of material to Panuco, 
which the company is going to use in drilling its new well, 
which they are starting near the Corona gusher. 

Mr. Weaver was accompanied by Orestes Cena, the chief 
engineer of the company. They will both leave shortly 
for Panuco. ° 

We consider it the height of ingratitude to earn your 
money working in a cantina, and then to go out and spend 
the entire savings and accumulations of several months, 
all in one night, and at another cantina. The result in 
front of Sanborns was quite spectacular and decorative. 





Tampico News Notes and Personals 


George McDonald gave a dinner on New Year’s day to 
Mr. and Mrs. Dawson, Mr. and Mrs. Copeland, and several 
others. 

J. C. Johnson was down from Panuco the first of the 
week. 


E. J. Parkenso and N. S. Von Puhl returned from a four. 


day’s trip to the Atascador ranch. They were in high 
spirits. Both of them are old horse wranglers, and they 
had a joyful time with the wild horses on the ranch. 

W. H. Hudson recently arrived in Tampico after a short 
business trip up the coast. & 

T. J. Fleming left Tuesday for Tuxpam. He is returning 
to his old place with the Penn. Mex. Fuel Company. Flem- 
ing, who is known in the vernacular as “Jitney,” has been 
recuperating after several months’ siege with doctors, 
surgeons and the hospitals. 

W. D. Hasenfuss, field superintendent for the Metropoli- 
tan Oil Company, who left on the 18th to spend the holi- 
days in the States, is expected to return Saturday. 

The Scottish Mexican Oil Company has just begun to 
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deliver oil to the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, at 
the latter’s terminal at the mouth of the Panuco River. We 
understand that this delivery is part of a contract calling 
for five million barrels, to be delivered during the next 
five years. 

Wm. Coble was here Wednesday night on his way to the 
southern fields. He is now working for the Mexican Gulf 
Oil Company. ; 

The Producers Terminal Company has begun driving 
piling for its wharf on the south side of the Panuco River, 
at its mouth. Charles Malloy is in charge of the driving 
and work is progressing satisfactorily. 

Arthur Whittier and J. T. McGaverick came in from the 
Tepetate field the first of the week. 

Tampico is soon to have a new bank. The furniture has 
arrived and will be installed this coming week. 

The Interocean Oil Company’s wharf and terminals are 
practically completed, and they have begun to receive oil 
at the terminal. As soon as the dredging in front of the 
wharf is finished, they will begin shipping from here. 

A. W. Campbell and wife, of the National Oil Company 
and allied interests, were in town recently for a few days. 
Mrs. Campbell is quite proud of her new title, that of 
grandmother. Word was recently received that the son, 
who was married shortly after joining the Canadian forces, 
now has a child five months old. 

J. W. Bridges, of the Penn. Mex., came to Tampico on 
Tuesday, for a shopping trip, and returned Thursday. He 
is glad to report that Mrs. Bridges has finally fully re- 
covered her health. 


Oil Profits for Past Year in California 
Show Heavy Increase 


Santa Barbara, Cal.—Dividends issued by California 
oil companies aggregate nearly $40,000,000, or more than 
half as much as the total dividends for the preceding six 
years. The dividends during the years 1910 to 1915, in- 
clusive, amounted to $69,628,600, according to the report of 
the State Mining Bureau just issued here. 

Estimates for the 1916 dividends include the stock divi- 
dend paid by the Standard Oil Company. Of the activity 
recorded for the six years $39,032,580 was paid by com- 
panies operating in many fields and doing a general market- 
ing and refining business, the balance by companies con- 
fining their operations to the preducing end. 

The bureau report shows that while Santa Barbara 
County fields steadily declined in importance during the 
six years, this year they are regaining lost ground and ex- 
pect to show a greatly increased production. The Stand- 
ard Oil Company has recently resumed operations in the 
county. 

Five companies operating in Santa Baria, Lompoc and 
Summerland in 1910 and 1911 paid dividends of $1,548,236 
and $1,000,101, respectively. Six companies in 1912 paid 
dividends of $374,270, while two items increased the fol- 
lowing year to eight companies and dividends of $500,976. 
But six companies were operating during 1914 and 1915. 
They issued dividends of $408,434 and $317,727, respec- 
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New Development Company Organized 


There have been no developments of special note in the 
Vinton oil field the past week. About the most important 
item in oil circles in Vinton at present is the completion 
Monday of the organization of the Banker Petroleum Com- 
pany, composed of F. H. Banker of Vinton and associates, 
business men of Lake Charles and Beaumont. The com- 
pany is capitalized at $25,000. Its purpose is to deepen an 
abandoned well of 2380 feet, on the F. H. Banker land, 
a couple of miles southeast of the town of Vinton, to a 
depth of 3000 feet. The well is located beside a mud lake 
in the northwest corner of the southwest quarter of section 
26, Tp. 10 S. R. 12 W. The company is amply financed, 
with a lease on 480 acres and will make a second test if 
necessary. 

There are few changes to report this week in the status 
of operations or production in the Vinton-Ged field. The 
DeRidder Oil Company has put on a night crew and is 
down 2300 feet in gumbo, gravel and pyrites of iron. This 
company will make a new location Saturday for another 
well, on Lysso Strip No. 2. Tex Russell is day driller and 
W. G. Stanley, night man. Jim Burton will build the der- 
rick for the new well. 

The Gulf Refining Company is still drilling its Gardiner- 
Noble A-2, at 2714 feet, in pyrites of iron and hard sand, 
making two feet per day. J. T. Johnson, driller. Vincent 
No. 24 is down 2300 feet in hard rock with a fishing job in 
Star No. 15 at 2331 feet, for drilling stem. They shot 
Gardiner-Noble No. 36 at 1800 feet and set one joint of 
8-inch strainer Wednesday for a test. If results are not 
satisfactory they will go deeper. Owing to the increased 
production of the Edgerly field (Bright-Penn No. 18, 6000 
barrel gusher Tuesday morning), the Gulf Pipe Line 
Company is building two 1200 barrel storage tanks in Ged 
this week. 

The Producers made a test on Vincent No. 6 Tuesday, 
with a 3-inch strainer at 2150 feet and got salt water. 

Rescue Oil Company’s No. 2 is in gumbo at 2460 feet. 

Vinton is quoted at $1.20 this week. 





Southwestern Louisiana Wildcats 


Messrs. W. G. Strange, lumberman and capitalist of De 
Ridder, Louisiana, W. McDaniel, of Port Arthur, Ike Eiher, 
of Edgerly and others are trying for oil on the H. C. Drew 
holdings, on the Intercoastal Canal, eight miles southwest 
of Vinton, on what is known as the “Drew Model Farm.” 
W. H. Evans, contractor, built the derrick Saturday. The 
drilling rig was moved from the cars in Edgerly to the 
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new location Sunday, and drilling began Wednesday, Bil] 
Lucas, driller. O. F. Silcott, farmer and capitalist, has 
completed the organization of a new company to sink a well 
on his land in the same locality. W. H. Evans receiveg 
orders Friday from the Gulf Refining Company of Hous. 
ton, to build two derricks on new locations, in Cameron 
Parish, southeast of Orange. 


Sour Lake Has New 2000 Barrel Gusher 
300 Feet of Strainer Required 


The Tarver Oil Company brought in its No. 29, on the 
Hardin County lease, at a depth of 2160 feet. The initia] 
production was about 1500 barrels of fluid, 30 per cent of 
which was oil. Wednesday, however, the flow stopped and 
the well developed into a 2000 barrel gusher of pure oil. 
The location of this well is 630 feet from the Humble-Guif 
big gusher, which is making 8160 barrels on the gauge. In 
the Tarver well, 300 feet of strainer was used, there being 
that amount of briken formation showing oil. 


EDGERLY 
Gulf Gets 6000 Barrel Gusher 


The second best and the biggest well ever brought in in 
the Edgerly pool is the Bright-Penn No. 18 of the Gulf Re- 
fining Company. It came in last Tuesday morning at 4 
o’clock gushing 6000 barrels of pure pipe line oil from a 
depth of 3100 feet. Preparations were made in advance 
and the flow was pinched to 6000 barrels, thus preventing 
damage to the rig and derrick. The oil is 24% gravity, and 
over 99% pure. This well is of great interest to the 
fraternity, as it indicates that the Edgerly field still re- 
tains great stores of virgin oil. 


The total daily average production for the week is 9900 
barrels. 








Field Notes 


The Guif Refining Company began drilling Wednesday 
morning in its No. 3 Union Paraffine. 

The Chastain Oil Company’s Burton No. 1, is in the pay, 
but operations are delayed waiting for material. The well 
is in proven territory. 

The Travelers Oil Company, completed its No. 2 on the 
Muller lease, at 2900 feet. Standard is now being set up. 
It shows every indication of being a good pumper. 

The Miller Oil Company is finishing up No. 2 and will 
have it back on the beam again today. This well is an old 
one being worked over, sidetracking and sinking to 2900 
feet. 

The Travelers Oil Company completed a 3000 barrel 
setting up tank for well No. 2. The job was finished Mon- 
day. 

Rescue No. 1 strip, No. 2 is drilling at 2200 feet and in 
soft sand. 


ANNONA AAU 


Republic Supply Company "Texas 
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Oil Markets 


Following is a Schedule of credit balance quotations in 
all divisions as of January 11. 


GULF COAST 


Beingio VOD? ..<\< sie:s% 6.0.5 S0:c0° DOAPERGM. < .. cess cece $0.75 
CO 1:00: Goose Creek: ......... 1.00 
MINN i055 ay 'g\e Gre i008 WOO BWM oo occ cscs ccense 1.00 
MNES 5 aa sede anaintace DOO. Jennings «.. 0.062 1.00 
WEMRON 5 6)5 5 cic.a sw 4s ois Se AMEDD ooo koe os Koes 1.00 
DARE bib. ckisscawsyinwis 1.00 
NORTH TEXAS 
MAIN. 6 oe) een ene | RS 1) ) nr $1.60 
HIORTIOUA. <0. 6 case sce 1.60 Corsicana, heavy ..... .75 
Er are 1.60 Corsicana, light ...... 1.40 
BRNO, 56!) cis) in 'e-airc fallayo'oeie 1.60 
NORTH LOUISIANA 
Caddo; Heht .. ces. csi S860 We Hote ...6.6...06%0 $1.50 
Caddo, HEAVY ......2.% Mer “@CIenGon. .......c0020- 280 
EASTERN GRADES 
Pennsylvania ........ te oC) | $2.27 
Mercer, BIACK .......6:0. Zoo Bemerset ......csecn- 2.10 
INNS insane 0G 6 ix Yee GR 3 
IOMROOTIEID: nish cine eecas Bee” IE eis a 5c disee ies’ 2.08 
CENTRAL WEST 
Mert LAMA: &...0asso SUGGS THRO. 6os5s0esew sere $1.72 
South LAMA. ...6sccices R2he. PRIMeCGton ..66605< 606 1.72 
PROC CE TE O8e BPRSMOU 5.6. iwc cies 1.63 
i ee a 1.90 
OKLAHOMA 
Cushing crude ....... $1.75 All other grades ...... $1.70 
MPN eh searches rt ae EE Fe Pasty Sree odoin Saal S NaS 80 
CALIFORNIA 


Below is a schedule of Standard Oil Company of Cali- 
fornia prices, effective since January 1, 1917. Agency 
prices are 1 cent per barrel more on each grade than Stand- 
ard prices. 


Kern River, Midway-Sunset, McKittrick, Lost Hills- 
Belridge, Coalinga— 
14 degrees to and including 17.9 degrees gravity.. $0.73 
18 degrees to and including 18.9 degrees gravity.. .74 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 18 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 24.9 
degrees gravity, 1 cent per barrel additional. 
25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity.. 82 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 
degrees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 
37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity. .' 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees, 3 cents per barrel additional. 
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Ventura County— 


25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity.. 82 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 
degrees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 

37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity.. 

And for eacno increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees gravity, 3 cents per barrel ad- 
ditional. 


1.07 


Whittier-Fullerton Field— 


16 degrees to and including 17.9 degrees gravity.. .73 

18 degrees to and including 18.9 degrees gravity... .74 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 18 degrees up to and inclusive of 24.9 degrees 
gravity, 1 cent per barrel additional. 

25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity.. .82 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 
degrees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 

37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity.. 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees gravity, 3 cents pey barrel ad- 
ditional. 


1.07 


FUEL OIL PRICES 


Fuel oil prices advanced 10 cents per barrel in December. 
Following are spot quotations as of January 11: 


Port: Worth, Corsicana, Dallas ..<...<.c.<s<. .90 to 1.00 
MRAM coo ce erat ci at cht aos 251 ahs Saleen ex ech aii ak ak lake ws .95 to 1.00 
ARNE ee cet eran Prat Gn Occ a AOA 1.10 to 1.35 
Mexican crude at gulf ports ................ .90 to 1.00 





Local Stocks 


Quotations by the Houston Stock Exchange covering 
transactions for the week ending Thursday, January 11, 
1917: 


























Name of Company Par Ask | LastSale| High | Low 
Amer. Guar. Oil Co...| oan ee 10.00} 10.00) 10.00 
B’kers Oil & Gas Co.| 10.00; 16.00) 10.00} 20.00} 10.00 
C’trl Goose Creek Pet) 5.00) vin: 5.00} 5.00) 5.00 
Cherry Oil Co........ | 100.00).......| 100.00) 100.00) 100.00 
Clem “CHE COs. 566 «:<:6: | 10.00|.......| 30.00) 30.00} 30.00 
Comes ‘Gib O6c. 6.66666 50.00).......} 50.00) 50.00); 50.00 
Deep Sand Oil Co....| 50.00) 150.00) 50.00} 50.00) 50.00 
Dixie Oil & Gas Co.. | 10.00} 7.50) 8.00} 20.00) 8.00 
Gocse Creek Pet Corp.| 50.00} 50.00| 50.00) 50.00) 50.00 
Great Sou. Oil Co.....| 10.00} 5.50) 5.00) 10.00) 2.00 
Haréy Of} Co........ | 10.00|.......] 20.00) 25.00] 20.00 
Hou. Deep Well Co...| 10.00} 15.00) 17.50) 25.00 5.00 
Hou. Goose Creek Co.) 10.00; 13.50; 15.00) 25.00) 14.00 
Humble Oil Co....... | 100.00|.......| 140.00) 140.00) 140.00 
Humble Pet. Co...... | 10.00| 10.00} 15.00) 15.00) 10.00 
Humble, Tex Pet. Co.) 10.00} 10.00} 10.00} 10.00) 10.00 
Jack Rose Oil Co....| 50.00} 75.00) 60.00) 100.00) 60.00 
MeWilliams Oil Co...| 10.00).......| 10.00) 10.00) 10.00 
Nat’l Oil & Gas Co....| $10.00/$ 5.00/$ 5.00/$ 15.00) $ 1.00 
New Hope Oil Co.....| 10.00|.......| 14.00) 14.00] 14.00 
Prince Baxter Oil Co.| 10.00) 10.00} 14.00) 14.00) 14.00 
San Jacinto Oil & Gas| 50.00) 25.00} 47.50) 50.00) 25.00 
Singleton Ranch Co..| 10.00! 10.00) 10.00) 10.00) 10.00 
Southern Pet. Co.....| 50.00} 200.00) 160.00} 310.00| 70.00 
State Oil & Gas...... | 25.00} 25.00} 25.00] 25.00] 25.00 








Tell your friends to get the Gulf Coast Oil News and keep 
posted. 





J. A. TENNANT W. H. LOVEGROVE 


TENNANT-LOVEGROVE CO., Inc. 


Engineers. Complete Power Plant Equipment 
INGERSOLL-RAND DRILL CO. AIR COMPRESSORS — 
1016-17 Union National Bank Bldg. HOUSTON, TEXAS 














Victor H. Roos,C.P.A. Anthony D. Grondona, C.P.A. 
Bho Roos & Grondona 
INCOME| Certified Public Accountants 
TAS. bat ce a ogy at of “s ae ane ol 
ling, iting, stematizing 
REPORTS 825 Mason Building \ . Casmeuaminaes Invited 
Phone Preston 1211 f 








HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Mineral Leases 

191063—-Rosa Hanna to S. W. Johnson, 35 acres out 

of Harvey Whiting survey, January 4, 1917, $100 

month. 
191062—Rockwell Hoskins to Chas. C. McRae et al, 

25 acres out of William Scott survey, November 

22, 1916, other considerations and ............. $1,250.00 
191191—Bay & Bayou Co. to R. L. Blaffer, 30 acres 

out of Wm. Scott league, January 5, 1917....... $5,250.00 
191188—Rockwell Hoskins to W. R. Britton, 200 

acres out of Wm. Scott league No. 2, June 21, 


SEED. RATE Eee heb ace She SEK ss awh On Kee E ORS Ss $100.00 
191210—D. Frosch to John H. Thompson, 81.3 acres 

EE: 22 9) eNO a cccncssstdwesses Sees ois 
191241—-Rockwell Hoskins to Producers Oil Co., 25 

acres out of William Scottt league No. 2, January 

3 ae SS Fe ee re ere $5,000.00 

Assignments of Mineral Leases 

190896—O. A. Wright to Atlas Oil Co., all right in 

lease in Harvey Whiting survey, December 28, 

SB Rate he ceGN eee tt SERRA USS Ree hee ES $10.00 


191090—H. H. Myers to Humble Oil Co., all his in- 

terest except 1-16 thereof, in tract of 2% acres 

known as Schilling tract out of Minnie Gaillard 

eee Se ee |) | es $1,500.00 
191197—Thomas M. Maes to Sun Co., 144% acres 

out of Jonas Alltmont survey, Goose Creek, De- 

cember 26, 1916, other considerations and..... $14,400.00 
191181—Mrs. E. M. Robertson to J. R. Poynter, 


tract known as Scott’s Bay, January 4, 1917..... $1.00 
191164—W. H. Sanders to the Mary-Lu Oil Co., 25 

acres out of Harvey Whiting survey, December 

POEMS Cho cosh a whch e SER kG bon kbs nba e ow he wie $5.00 
191165—W. H. Sanders to the Mary-Lu Oil Co., 25 

acres out of Harvey Whiting survey, December 

COL! RR ery os ee ae ere eee nee ee reer $5.00 


Oil Prospects 
191090—Homer E. Stephenson, applicant to State 
of Texas, 76.5 acres known as permit 996, Janu- 
SO REOEG 56 ck dk edeKESe bbe DRESS oe eESORER SO 
191234—-Jas. Fitzgerald, applicant to State of Tex- 
as 76 acres adjoining Alltmont survey, January 
6, 1917 


eee eee 


eee eee wee eee eee eee eee eee eee eeeeseserese 


Charters Filed 


Permit to do business in Texas was granted to Electra 
Central Oil Company of Leedy, Okla., capital stock $50,000; 
Texas headquarters in Mankins, Archer County. 

The New Boston Oil Company, New Boston, capital 
stock $50,000; incorporators P. C. Whaley, E. C. Whaley, 
T. L. Whaley. 


eee eee 


Agreement 


191121—John G. Schilling, E. F. Simms, C. T. Rucker 
with Goose Creek Petroleum Co., agreement as to division 
lines of Schilling 5 acre tract out of William Scott survey, 
December 18, 1916. 


Map 


191078—Map of Peoples Oil & Gas Co. addition, S. D. of 
25 acre tract out of G. W. Grisby survey, February 12, 
1915. 





FOR SALE—Ten shares of the Houston Deep Well Company’s 
stock, at $16.50 per share. Houston Stock Exchange, Houston, 
Texas. 





FOR SALE 
stock. 
Oil News. 


A few shares of Interstate Oil and Gas Company 
Need the money: make me an offer. .X154 Gulf Coast 





FOR SALE n shares of the Houston Deep Well Company 
stock at $16. 0 per share. A74 Gulf Coast Oil News. 


WHAT will you take for four shares of Southern Petroleum 
Company stock? 324 Gulf Coast Oil News. 


FOR SALE—Stock in the following companies: Southern Petro- 

leum Company; Great Southern Oil Company; Goose Creek 
Petroleum Corporation, and many other companies. If interested 
will furnish you with stock reports. Houston Stock Exchange, 
405 Foster Building, Houston, Texas. 


FOR SALE—A big block of the Houston Goose Creek Oil Com- 
pany stock; make me an offer for quick sale. A1000 Gulf 
Coast Oil News. 


GOOSE CREEK—% acre lease, good stuff. Nine months to drill; 
one-eighth royalty. Sell reasonable. George G. Clough, Gal- 
veston, Texas. 


WELLS WANTED 
centage basis. 


In Humble field. 
George G. Clough, 





Will buy or work on per- 
Galveston, Texas. 


WE sell large blue print Maps of the Piedras Pintas and Noleda 
oil fields, Duval county, Texas, for $3.50 each. Eureka Co., 
Box 41, San Diego, Texas. 
FIVE SALESMEN WANTED to sell beautiful building lots in 
bayshore townsite, south of Goose Creek, which is to be pros- 
pected for oil. $30 each on easy terms. Purchaser secures free 
stock if oil is discovered. Attractive literature. Liberal com- 
mission. One agent made over $1250 commissions last week. 
Others making $250 to $1000 monthly. Experienced town lot, 
drilling site or oil stock salesman can easily count on making 
$10,000 next few months. Commissions paid promptly. P. O. 
Box 1745, Houston, Texas. 


WANTED—News stands to handle the Gulf Coast Oil News. 
Attractive proposition to dealers. Address Foster Building, 
Houston, Texas. 
INVESTORS—Magazine Free to You. 
made others $3000 in few months. Our magazine, ‘‘Hoffman’s 
Investment Journal,” tells how this was done. This magazine 
gives facts about the real earning power of money. Tells how 
many have started on the road to fortune. To introduce it we 
will send three months FREE. If you want to make money, 


$100 invested with us has 


write vive saying, ‘‘send your magazine.’’ Hoffman Trust 
Company, 339 Kress Bldg., Houston, Texas. 
DO YOU KNOW how to invest small amounts scientifically? 


Don’t you know you can do this? 
show you. National Oil 
Houston, Texas. 


0. _ If you don’t know, 
Drilling Company, Beatty 


let us 
Building, 





Texas Blue Print & Supply Co. 


DEALERS IN 
Engineers’ and Architects’ Supplies 
County Maps Oil Field Maps 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 


$20 Buys Deedto Land 


ALSO INTEREST IN OIL WELLS 


that should pay you $100 for every dollar invested 


Payments $1 Monthly 


COMPLETE INFORMATION FREE 
ADDRESS 


TEXAS GULF COMPANY 


1118 Union Bank Building 











Houston, Texas 














gt ar ome a 


AB 











Z 


MWe 


iio Mmmm cnn cn nt 


What Others Have to Say About 
Rotary Pumps 
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The Blackmer Rotary Pump Co., 
Petoskey, Mich. 
Dear Sirs: 
Enclosed please find check for $20.00 for pump. ‘I 
oe installed it and it works fine. Thank you very 
much. 


MMMM UU LL 


Truly yours, 
(Signed) John McConnell 


Let us give you some of the names of users who are in your line of business 
so you may take the matter up direct 


Blackmer Rotary Pump Co. 


PETOSKEY, MICHIGAN 
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